Hizbollah denies holding Waite 

BEIRUT (AP) — Hzzfronab, an Iranian-backed Sh i'ite militant 
faction, on Monday rejected charges by Drnze leader Wafid 
Junblatt that it holds ""sang Anglican church hostage nego- 
tiator Terry Waite. Earlier, an American envoy, Mohammad 
Mebdi, called for a U.S.-led embargo on arms sales to the 
Middle East, saying it would V.*y end the civil war in Lebanon 
and halt a spate of JadnaR f *"fts (See page 2). Hie statement- 
issued by Hizbollah said: “We strongly deplore the accusation 
by Mr, Junblatt concerning our involvement in the abduction of 
the so-called Terry Waite.” We like to believe that this was an 
unintentional error made to still the appetite of the Western 
press, which is gasping after anything new about the hostages 
held in Lebanon. We appreciate Mr. Junblatfs embarrassment 
over Mr. Waite's abduction. But he fully realises that we do not 
know any more than he does about the kidnappers -who were 
said to be negotiating with the Anglican emissary. 



Spanish defence chief arrives today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Spanish Defence Minister Marcis Serra flies 
in today bom Riyadh on a three-day official visit to the 
Kingdom, a Spanish embassy spokesman said Monday. Mr. 
Serra’s visit to Jordan is his second and final leg of a Middle East 
tour, and observers believe that defence cooperation between 
Jordan and Spain will top the agenda of talks between Mr. Sena 
and his host. Commander-in -Chief of the Armed Forces 
General Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. Mr. Sena, who will be heading 
a senior six-member military delegation on the visit, is also 
expected to be received by His Majesty King Hussein and meet 
with a number of senior dvil and military officials, the embassy* 
spokesman said. On Wednesday evening, Mr. Serra is sche-. 
duled to give a press conference at the Amman Plaza hotel to 
outline the outcome of bis talks with Jordanian offidals. 
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Justice ministers 
council chief arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Mr. Omar 
Miko, secretary-general of the 
Council of Arab Justice Minis- 
ters, arrived here on Monday for 
talks with Justice Minster Riyadh 
Shakaa and other officials on 
preparations for a meeting of the 
council in Amman next month. 

Israeli police 
raid AIC office 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli police 
on Monday raided and then 
dosed for six months the offices 
of a pro-Palestinian Israeli leftist 
group, taking away six of its 
members and stacks of docu- 
ments, police said. A police 
spokesman charged that the 
Alternative Information Centre 
(AIC) in West Jerusalem acted 
on behalf of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine. The 
AIC is best known for support of 
Palestinian nationalist causes. It 
publishes a bi-monthly newsletter 
listing Israeli violations of Palesti- 
nian rights. 

President confirms 
death sentence on 
ex-mayor of Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein has con- 
firmed death sentences passed on 
five offidals, inducting a former 
mayor of Baghdad, for taking 
bribes, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said Monday. Ex-Mayor 
Abdul Wahab Moh amm ad Latif 
AJ Mufti, sacked last June for 
“fiscal failings/' accepted bribes 
and commissions from foreign 
firms in exchange for information 
on projects in Iraq, INA said, 
quoting a presidential decree. 
The decree said Sabri William 
Nassri, a chief engineer, Fahmi 
Jeijis FathuDah add Mohammad 
Saleh Hassan Xtohamm&d Afl, 
both engineers, were the ex- 
mayor’s accomplices, working for 
the state establishment for roads 
and bridges. The position of the 
fifth man sentenced to death, 
Sami Majeedelia Yassawi, was 
not given. 

Britons trust 
Gorbachev more than 
they do Reagan 

LONDON (R) — Fewer than 
one in three people in Britain — 
Washington’s closest ally — be- 
lieve President Reagan is more 
likely to end the nuclear arms 
race than Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, according to a Euro- 
pean poll published Monday. The 
Guardian newspaper’s Marplan 
poll showed that 35 per cent 
thought the Soviet Union ge- 
nuinely wanted to end the race, 
while 31 per cent thought the 
United States had rhe same aim, 
the Guardian said. A majority of 
people in Britain (56 per cent). 
West Germany (66 per cent), 
France (60 per cent) and Italy (6S 
per cent), where the poll was 
conducted, opposed stocking 
U.S. nuclear weapons in Europe. 

Iran Air protests 


prole 
German TV ‘insults’ 

FRANKFURT (R) — Iran Air 
cancelled Monday's flight to 
Tehran after a television show 
which, it said, insulted Iranian 
Revolutionary leader Ayatollah 
RuboQah Khomeini. “Protesting 
against the insults against the 
world Muslim leader ‘Imam 
Khomeini’ on German Televi- 
sion , Iran Air employees, on 
behalf of all Muslims, as a sign of 
their contempt are on strike,” the 
airline said in a statement. 
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Hundreds of Arabs 
clash with Israeli 
occupation soldiers 

Palestinian protests spread to most 
towns and camps in occupied territories 


GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza Strip (AP) — 
Israeli soldiers clashed with hundreds of 
Pales tinian protesters in nearly a dozen 
towns and refugee camps on Monday and 
four Palestinian students and two Israelis 
were injured, Israel Radio and Palestinian 
sources said. 


The students, rallying for the 
eighth straight day to protest the 
militia siege of Palestinian re- 
fugee camps in Lebanon, waved 
Palestinian fla g s and shouted slo- 


ippdrt of the I 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

“The trouble started when the 
students expressed solidarity with 
Palestinians in the refugee camps 
besieged by Amal,” said Ibr ahim 
Kareen, editor of the Palestine 
Press Service which monitors 
.events in the Israeli -occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Mr. Kareen said in a telephone 
interview the violence was ex- 
acerbated by Israeli “harass- 
ment... these demonstrations will 
continue as long as there is an 
occupation.” 

Israel Radio centred its reports 
on protests in the occupied West 
Bank, where it said. Palestinians 
smast^-the-mndows of- Israeli 
cars in the town of Ramallah. It 


said one Israeli motorik was in- 
jured in the foot by stones. 

Another driver was struck by a 
stone and slightly injured near 
the Dheishe refugee camp on the 
outskirts of Bethlehem, the radio 
said. . 

Palestinian students also set 
fire to tyres and threw stones in 
East Jerusalem and on the out- 
skirts of the walled Old Gty, the 
radio said. 

In the seaside Gaza Strip stu- 
dents demonstrated in several 
towns and refugee camps, as well 
as outside the Islamic University, 
which was closed by military au- 
thorities for three days, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

Palestinian ' sources said the 
army fired shots and .tear-gas to 
disperse demonstrators on the 
mam street of Gaza City. 

.One Palestinian reporter call- 
ing from “Gaza* City hekh tqr the 
phone so AP reporters in Tel 


Aviv could hear the sounds of 
gunshots. 

About 500 students rallied in 
Gaza Gty. said the Palestinian 
reporter. 

A girl and three boys were 
injured and taken to Shifa Hos- 
pital, the reporter and the Pales- 
tine Press Service said. 

AP photographer Max Nash 
said the army ordered all Israeli 
cars, identified by yellow licence 
plates, to drive into the Gaza 
police compound for about an 
hour after Palestinians threw 
rocks at cars along the main 
shopping street. 

The compound itself came 
under a hail of rocks until troops 
dispersed them. 

After backed-up traffic began 
moving again along the main 
road, a group of five Palestinians 
set up a roadblock made of boul- 
ders, tins and strips of wire. 

~ The military dispatched a water- 
cannon vehicle and four Israeli 
jeeps with soldiers and border 
police to disperse the protesters 
and dear the main street and 
adjacent narrow alleyways. 

After the area was cleared sol- 
diers forced Palestinians to pick 
up the debris and banged with 
nightsticks on the shutters of 
shops .along the main street, 
ordwing^tne shopkeepers to 
open. Most stores remained shut. 


Siege-weary Palestinian refugees 
stockpile food in Rashidiyeh camp 


TYRE. Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Palestinians in their thousands 
trudged out of the South Leba- 
non camp of Rashidiyeh again on 
Monday, but many apparently 
feared relief from the camps war 
siege was only temporary. 

Scares brought out bundles of 
belongings, leaving the camp for 
fear of ftirther violence, as 
women in headscarves went back 
in with as much as they could- 
balance on their heads or load 
onto their backs. 

“Tyre is now out of food sup-' 
plies. The Palestinians have, 
bought everything, even food for 
birds.” one shop owner said in 
Tyre, near Rashidiyeh, where 
some 20,000 refugees live. 

The besieging Shi’ite Amal 
militia first lifted its 17-week 


siege of Rashidiyeh on Sunday 
and said it would allow refugees 
out every day to shop for food 
and medicine. . 

“The siege is not yet lifted, and 
the problem is not completely 
solved. There are still lots of 
weapons and aims in the camp,” 
said one Amal official in Tyre. 

Sporadic rocket and gun-fire 
kept tension high around the two 
other Amal-besieged camps, 
Bourj A1 Barajneh and Shatfla in 
Beirut, where more than 30,000 
people were reported eating 
domestic animals and rats to ward 
off starvation. 

Palestinian sources quoted by 
Reuter said one man was killed 
and two wounded in the clashes 
around Shatila. 

Amal’s partial lift of the siege 


appeared designed to cool the 
21-month -old intermittent con- 
frontation between its militiamen 
and the Palestinians. However, 
there were no indications that 
blockade of Bourj A! Barajneh 
and Shatfla would be lifted. 

A U.N. spokeswoman said 
Amal officials have “refused to 
allow more food into Bourj AI 
Barajneh and Shatfla." 

Palestinian officials said 15 
families of about 90 women and 
children were allowed Monday to 
leave Bourj Al Barajneh to the 
smaller Mar Elias camp, which is 
protected by neutral militiamen. 

Palestinian sources said the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) sent a truckload erf 
flour into Rashidiyeh Sunday. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Amal and 

Communist 

fighters 

renew 

battles 

BEIRUT (R) — Explosions rock- 
ed west Beirut on Monday as 
street battles between Shi’ite 
Muslim and leftist militias 
erupted for the second consecu- 
tive day, police said. 

They said civilians fled for cov- 
er as scores of militiamen in full 
combat gear took to streets at 
dusk, firing machineguns and 
rocket-propelled grenades. 

The fighting pitted the Shi’ite 
Amal militia against the pro- 
Soviet Communist Party, backed 
bv the mainly Draze Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP), Amal 
sources said. 

They said the battles were con- 
fined to the Tariq Al JcEdeh 
district and the Mazraa thorough- 
fare, where the Voice of the 
Homeland radio said several cats 
and buildings were ablaze. 

It was not known what caused 
the fighting, winch came after 
AznaJ -Communist battles killed, 
five people and wounded 28 on 
Sunday. 

Sunday's four-hour battles, 
mainly in the Sanayeh and Hamra 
districts, were sparked by a dis- 
pute over the opening of a new 
Amal office near a 
Party centre. 


Israeli panel blacks out 
news on Iran hearings 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
panel investigating Israel’s role in 
weapons sales to Iran imposed a 
news blackout on hearings sche- 
duled for Monday. 

The apparent resumption of 
the Israeli probe came while 
Prime Monster Yitzhak Shamir 
was visiting the United States 
where American offidals were 
expected to pressure Israel for 
more information on its role in 
the arms deals. 

Hie six-member subcommittee 
of parti ament's defence and fore- 
ign affairs committee stepped up 
a probe of the arms deals two 
weeks ago after a U.S. Senate 
report accused Israel of greater - 
involvement in the scandal than 
acknowledged by the govern- 
ment. 

Hie intelligence services sub- 
committee has questioned Israel's 
two official liaisons with 
Washington for the deals, Amir- 
am Nir, the prime minister's advi- 
sor, and David Kimche, former 
director of the foreign ministry.' 

Committee chairman Abba 
Eban said last week the commit- 
tee would question two key 
weapons dealers, Yaakov Nimro- 
di and AI Schwimmer, on' 
Monday. 

But committee members re- 
fused to confirm whether the 
hearing was held, saying they had 
orders against speaking to repor- 
ters about the subject. 

‘ In aixJther development, News- 


week magazine reported on Mon- 
day that evidence gathered from 
the National Security Council’s 
computerised message system sug- 
gests senior U.S. administration 
officials were more heavily in- 
volved in arms sales to Iran and 
convert aid to Nicaraguan contra 
rebels than previously established. ■ 

The magazine, quoting un- 
named sources, also reports that 
former National Security Council 
aide Oliver North, fired after the 
Iran arms sales became public, 
did not operate alone but kept his 
superiors informed on every- 
thing. 

The magazine, quoting a know- 
ledgeable source, also reported 
that Adnan Khasboggi, a middle- 
man in the aims affair, angered 
officials in his native Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Saudis were upset because 
Mr. Khashoggi traded with Israel 
in the process, the magazine said. 
They had considered asking for 
his extradition from the United 
States but decided against it since 
no U.S. court would consider 
trading with Israel a valid charge, 
Newsweek said. 

They then tried to impound bis 
assets in Saudi Arabia, the maga- . 
zinc said, but found that Mr. 
Khashoggi had put up everything 
he owned there as collateral on a' 
522.7 million loan. 

“Khashoggi hasn’t got a riyal in 
the kingdom,” Newsweek quoted 
the source as saying. 



Petra phene 

KING MEETS ROMANIAN SPEAKER: His 
Majesty King Hussein on Monday receives Roma- 
nian National Assembly Speaker Nikolai Giossan 


(centre) in a meeting attended by Upper Boose 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi (see story on page 3) 


Cabinet endorses several 
measures to curb spending 

Royal Decree approves increase in travel tax 


AMMAN (Petra) — In a special 
meeting held on Monday, the 
Cabinet reviewed measures to 
organise public spending in va- 
rious areas and endorsed a num- 
ber of steps to achieve the goal. 

The measures taken indude 
the following: 

— Stria adherence to the alloca- 

tions earmarked in the 1987 fiscal 
budget pertaining to transport 
and travel allowances and fees; 
limiting the travel abroad of 
Jordanian offidal delegations and 
controlling offidal expenditures 
for parties and presentation allo- 
wances. : . ; . : 

— Reductions by 10 per cent of 
all allocations provided for water, 
electridty, fuel, furniture, eqtrip- 


ment and supplies for all minis- 
tries and official and public in- 
stitutions. 

— Cancellation of all exemptions 
from customs duties on purchases 
of public supplies agreed upon 
after March 25, excluding those 
cases which get the Cabinet's 
prior approval. 

— Cancellation of all overtime 
allowances except in cases war- 
ranted by the exigencies of work 
and approved beforehand by the 
Cabinet. 

— No issuance of any public 
tenders unless previously en- 
dorsed by the Cabinet; 

— A ban on recruitment of em- 
ployees at the expense of labour- 


ers’ allocation accounts. 

Also on Monday, a Royal De- 
cree was issued endorsing an in- 
crease in travel tax to be paid by 
people tearing Jordan by air, land 
and sea. According to the new 
measure, every Jordanian leaving 
the country by air will pay a crave] 
tax of JD 15. For Jordanian 
travellers using the sea route 
from Aqaba or the border points 
to leave the country the tax is JD 
7 per head, according to the new 
measure. 

Non-Jordanians leaving the 
country By air have to pay JD 7 
per head. The tax is JD 5 per 
bead if they use the sea or land 
routes. 


Iraqi jets 

bomb 
Qom and 

Dezful 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi war- 
planes bombed Iran’s holy dty of 
Qom and the western garrison 
town of Dezful late Sunday in 
what has become a round-the- 
clock bombing offensive in the 
six-and -a -half-year-old Gulf war. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted a military spokesman as 
saying the raids “are part of the 
Iraqi people’s punishment of the 
Khomeini clique which adamant- 
ly continues the war and aggres- 
sion.” 

The spokesman reported des- 
tructive strikes by the fighter- 
bombers in simultaneous raids at 
11:30 p.m. Sunday. 

Both cities have been hit repe- 
atedly in the five-week-old Iraqi 
bombing campaign that Iraqi 
leaders have said is aimed at 
forcing Iran to the conference 
table to end the conflict. 

Iran’s state-run media con- 
firmed the night-time attacks, 
saying residential areas were hit 
and an unspecified number of 
people were killed or wounded. 

Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said some 
40 people were killed and scores 
wounded Sunday in day-long 
raids on Qom. seat of Iran's 
religious hierarchy, and 10 other 
'cities. 

Iran has retaliated against the 
day-and-night Iraqi air raids by 
lobbing missiles into Baghdad 
and other cities and pounding 
border towns with artillery. 

. Iran has said more than 3,000 
civilians have been killed and 
7,000 wounded in the Iraqi raids. 
Iraq has reported hundreds of 
civilian casualties in the so-called 
“war of the cities." 


Torricelli says West should support Iraq 


By John Rice 

BAGHDAD (AP) — The first 
U.S. congressman to visit Iraq 
since the disclosure of American 
arms sales to Iran called Monday 
for Western nations to tilt in 
favour of Baghdad to stop the 
expansion of Iran’s fundamental- 
ist Islamic revolution. 

Representative Robert Tor- 
ricelli, a Democrat from New 
Jersey, urged an economic and 
mili tary boycott of Iran if it would 
not agree to end the six-year-old 
war and did not respond to di- 
plomatic pressure. 

“I think an Iraqi diplomatic tilt 
is justifiable and required, in that 
Iran is dearly now cast in the 
position of the aggressor nation 
and that it is in our strong interest 
that an Ir anian military advance 
not succeed,” Mr. Torricelli said 
in an interview with reporters for 
two Western news agencies. 

The American politician said 
Iran posed a threat not just to 
but to other countries in the 
region, which supplies . a 


large portion of the West’s oil. 

“This fundamentalist revolu- 
tion of Iran understands no inter- 
national borders. It respects no 
other international interests," he 
added. 

“It is important for nations that 
range from the United States and 
Israel to Western Europe and the 
Soviet Union to understand their 
own stake in the precarious de-. 
fence of Basra," Mr. Torricelli 
said. 

Mr. Torricelli said that the 
administration of U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan had placed too 
much emphasis on limiting Soviet 
expansion, while “the most 
dangerously expansive philoso- 
phy and nation in the world today 
may be represented by Iran as 
much as by the Soviet Union." 

The United States resumed di- 
plomatic relations with Iraq in 
November 1984, more than 17 
ye:- after they were broken off 
following the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Mr. Torricelli, a member of the 
House or Representatives Fore- 


ign Affairs Committee, said 
American and European interests 
coincided on preventing an Ira- 
nian victory. 

He said such a victory could 
jeopardise the flow of oil from 
the Gulf, threaten the security of 
Gulf states, and imperil Israel 
and the economies of Western. 
Europe, the United States and 
Japan. 

“Nations have been helping 
one side and hoping for the other 
to succeed," he said. 

Mr. Torricelli suggested a “di- 
plomatic .offensive” by the Un- 
ited States, which could tell its 
allies that American arms deliver- 
ies to Iran failed to work and that 
any similar European initiative 
“isn’t going to work either.” 

“I believe the real answer is 
there should be a statement of 
clear conditions -for ending the 
conflia, both sides (should) be 
asked to end hostilities and if 
either side continues then sanc- 
tions (should) be applied. 

“Iran could not continue this 
war if her oil was not being 


purchased and weapons were not 
being sold.” 

Mr. Torricelli, the first U.S. 
congressman to visit Iraq since 
1984, said he had found' it “re- 
latively easy” to explain “there 
was not an interest' by the United 
States to do damage to Iraq" by 
selling 'arms to Iran “since the 
arms sales were so dearly not in 
the security interests of the Un- 
ited States." 

He said that although there was 
“no immediate, measurable im- 
pact” of the U.S. arms sales on 
the battlefield, they had “a chill- 
ing effect." 

“I think you’d have to condude 
that some armour would be held 
in reserve. Some flights would 
not be' flown because of the fear 
of United States-supplied 
weaponry,” but he said it was 
“not dear” to what extent tanks 
and airplanes were being lost to 
U.S.-supplied anti-tank and anti- 
aircraft missiles. 

Mr. Torricelli said be had me 
with First Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan . 


Shamir begins U.S. visit 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir arrived at Kennedy Inter- 
national Airport on Monday 
morning to begin a 10-day visit in 
the United States. 

He was scheduled to meet with 
Mayor Edward Koch and New 
Jersey Governor Thomas Kean 
on Monday in New York Gty, 
and was to fly to Washington on 
Tuesday for talks with President 
Ronald Reagan, Secretary of De- 
fence Caspar Weinberger and 
Secretary of State George Shultz. 

Mr. Shamir was expected to 
encounter some areas of friction 
during talks with Mr. Reagan, 
Mr. Shultz and Mr. Weinberger. 
These indude Israel's relations 
with South Africa and Israeli 
cooperation with U.S. probes of 
the sale erf American arms to 
Iran. 

Before leaving Tel Aviv Sun- 
day night, Mr. Shamir contended 
.that the idea of an international 
conference for Middle East peace 
was a “Soviet invention.” 

Mr. Shamir, speaking at a mid- 
night airport news conference, 
said he would tell U.S. adminis- 
tration officials that Israel re- 
jected such a forum for peace 
talks. 

“We think the best way to 
arrive at a true peace is through 


direct negotiations between Israel 
and its neighbours," Mr. Shamir 
said. 

“The Arab states are seeking 
ways of not talking to us direct- 
ly,” he said. 

Arab states have endorsed an 
international peace conference 
that would indude all the parties 
■involved in the conflia, as well as 
the five permanent members of 
the United Nations Security 
Council including the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 

“This is all a Soviet invention," 
Mr. Sh amir contended. “For the 
Soviets it is a means of introduc- 
ing themselves into our region, to 
be able to impose on us solutions 
which have nothing to do with us 
and our interests." 

Israel has made Soviet parti- 
cipation in Middle East peace 
efforts conditional on foe Krem- 
lin’s renewal of the diplomatic 
tics it severed until Israel in 1967 
and an easing of Jewish emigra- 
tion rules. 

Mr. Shamir was repeatedly 
asked how he would present 
Israel’s position on the confer- 
ence to the U.S. administration in 
view of the support it has 
obtained from half his cabinet. 

But he played down differences 

(Confirmed on page 3) 


Gorbachev attacks UJS. 
over ABM agreement 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev ac- 
cused the United States on Mon- 
day of seeking to shatter a major 
arms control treaty by a proposal 
that would permit extensive U.S. 
testing of its “Star Wars” space 
defence projea. 

Mr. Gorbachev said U.S. nego- 
tiators had formally proposed at 
arms talks in Geneva that the 
superpowers interpret the 1972 
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) 
treaty broadly enough to allow 
accelerated work on the strategic 
defence initiative (SDI). 

“Whatever the pretexts used to 
justify this, the aim is clearly to 
scrap the treaty," Mr. Gorbachev 
said. “When the treaty is annul- 
led, the midear arms race will 
acquire new dimensions and will 
be complemented by an arms 
race in space." 

Mr. Gorbachev was speaking 
in the Kre mlin to people from 
East, West and neutral countries 
who took part over the weekend 
in an officially sponsored confer- 
ence devoted to discussion of the 
midear threat. 

The Reagan administration has 
aroused concern among NATO 
allies by raising the idea of rein- 


terpreting the ABM treaty. 

Commenting on the U.S. ded- 
sion not to join a Soviet freeze on 
nuclear tests. Mr. Gorbachev 
said: “We regret that continued 
American testing put an end to 
our moratorium. But our initia- 
tive has not been in vain.” 

“By our moratorium, we 
showed the world that a nuclear 
| test ban is realistic, provided that 
there is the political wfll," Mr. 
Gorbachev said. 

In his wide-ranging speech, 
Mr. Gorbachev said the Kremlin 
had adopted a new approach to 
human rights, but insisted the 
change was not made to please 
the West. 

Mr. Gorbachev did not discuss 
human rights in detail, but said:' 
“Our new approach to the huma- 
nitarian problems... is there for 
all to see. And I must disappoint 
those who think that this has been 
the result of pressure on us from 
the West, that we want to gain 
somebody’s fancy in pursuit of 
some ulterior motives. No, we do 
not” 

Congress p&fcd criticises Reagan; 
*Star War* weapons amid be 
used against dvflian targets, page 
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Gemayel meets Thatcher 

and Runcie but hopes for 
Waite focus elsewhere 


LONDON (Agencies) — President Amin Gemayel 
offered little more than sympathy when he met 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on Monday to 
discuss the plight of Anglican envoy Terry Waite 
and other Western hostages in Lebanon. 


British officials said hopes for 
Mr. Waite's release centred on an 
appeal to his abductors by Dnize 
leader Walid Junblatt. 

Mr. Waite, one of 26 Wester- 
ners kidnapped or missing in 
Lebanon, vanished after leaving 
the protection of a Dnize militia 
escort on Jan. 20 to negotiate 
with the kidnappers of four U.S. 
hostages. 

Mr. Gemayel met Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe on 
Sunday and had lunch with Mr. - 
Waite's superior. Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie. after 
his meeting with Mrs. Thatcher. 

A spokeswoman for the 
archbishop dismissed as “pure 
speculation" newspaper reports 
in Beirut that two special envoys 
were being sent to Damascus to 
try to obtain Mr. Waite's release 
and said there was still no further 
news on his whereabouts. 


The officials said Mr. Gemayel 
was not in a position to offer* 
much more than sympathy during 
the talks with Mrs. Thatcher. 

They pointed to the fact that 
most of Lebanon and in particu- 
lar the capital is ruled by various’ 
factions, with the government 
helpless to intervene. 


Archbishop Runde several days 
ago will have some effect. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, seen as one of 
the more powerful figures in 
linn's fundamentalist leadership, 
has said he would be prepared to 
offer any help he could to secure 
Mr. Waite’s release. 

Officials hope that if Hizbotlah 
are holding Mr. Waite then Mr. 
Rafsanjani could be prevailed 
upon to bring pressure to bear for 
his freedom. 


The fate of other Britons 
abducted in Beirut was also 
raised during the talks. They in- 
clude television crewman John 
McCarthy and journalist Alec 
Collett. 

Britain believes Mr. Waite is; 
being held by pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah gunmen. Apart from Sun- 
day's appeal by Mr. Junblatt to 
his kidnappers officials said they 
were hoping that a personal mes- 
sage to the speaker of the Iranian 
parliament, Hojatoleslam Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, from 


The Lebanese president is on 
what is billed as a private visit to 
Belgium, France and Britain 
aim ed at dr um mi n p up economic 
aid for his beleaguered country. 

One of his key advisers, former 
Lebanese Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Gbassan Tueni, said 
Mr. Waite had been advised not 
to go to Beirut by Mr. Gemayel's 
administration. 

Mr. Tueni told reporters: “We 
were against the method which 
was adopted in dealing with bost- 
ge takers. We advised Waite not 
to come.” 

He refused to say if Mr. 
Gemayel knew where Mr. Waite 
was being held hostage. 


Rebels claim killing top 
Ahwaz prison official 


Israel begins trial of Demjanjuk 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — An 
alleged Nazi war criminal went on 
trial in Israel on Monday on 
charges of killing hundreds of 
thousands of Jews during World 
War n and his lawyer appealed 
immediately for his return to the 
United States. 

Ukrainian-born John Demjan- 
juk, a 66-year-old retired car 
worker, was extradited from the 
United States last year to stand 
trial in Israel's first Nazi war 
crimes proceedings since Adolf 
Eichmann was tried and hanged a 
quarter-century ago. 

Mr. Demjanjuk, of Cleveland. 
Ohio, faces the death penalty 


under Israel's 1950 Nazis and 
Nazi collaborators law if found 
guilty of “crimes against Jews and . 
humanity." 

Defence attorney Mark. 
O'Connor said in an opening 
statement the court should “hold 
the accused in custody and re- 
mand him to the United States of 
America.” 

He argued that the United 
States, which stripped Mr. Dem- 
janjuk of his American 
citizenship in 1981 for allegedly 
lying about his wartime past, 
should prosecute his client. 

Mr. Demjanjuk was deported 
to Israel to face charges because 


the United States does not put on 
trial suspected Nazis for alleged 
crimes committed outside its bor- 
ders. 


In his opening statement, Mr. 
O'Connor challenged the Israeli 
court’s jurisdiction to try his 
client, saying the crimes of which 
Mr. Demjanjuk was accused 
were committed in Europe before 
Israel came into being 38 years 
ago. 

S imilar defence arguments re- 
garding court jurisdiction were 
made in the 1961 trial of Eich- 
mann but were rejected by the 
court 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Iranian 
underground movement, Mu- 
jahedeen-e-Khalq, said Monday 
that the head of a political deten- 
tion centre in southern Iran was 
killed last Friday by its members. 

In a telexed statement received 
at the Jordan Times, the Mujahe- 
deen-e-Khalq said reports from 
their command headquarters in 
Khuzistan province indicated that 
Jamshid Ghare Savari, head of a 
prison for political prisoners in 
Ahwaz, was killed in an attack by 
Mujabedeen combatants on 
Friday. 

The statement described Savari 
as the “principal official responsi- 
ble for suppression, torture and 
the warmongering mobilisation of 
the (Ayatollah Ruhollab) 
Khomeini regime in the city.” 

It said Savari was also responsi- 
ble for execution and torture of 
thousands of political prisoners 
who bad been arrested and ex- 
ecuted in Ahwaz from 1981 to 
1987. 


Reyshahri told Ettelaat newspap- 
er the attacker was a member of 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq o: 
msation, and was killed 
with his commander. 

He did not say where or when 
they were killed, but said a Re- 
volutionary Guard was also killed 
in tiie incident. 

The assassination attempt 
occurred ou Feb. 11 during a 
procession celebrating the 
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic 
revolution in the northeastern 
provincial capital of Mashhad. 

“While I had a number of other 
clergymen were leading the peo- 
ple, something landed behind us 
in the crowd and there was a 
formidable explosion,” Ettelaat 
quoted Mr. Khamenei as saying. 

Tehran Radio said one person 
was killed and a number injured 
by the grenade. 

Mr. Khamenei, injured in the 
arm, leg and abdomen, was in 
satisfactory condition, the paper 
said. 


“He had personally sent many 
People’s Mujabedeen prisoners 


who were serving their sentences 
to firing squads on charges of 
organising resistance in the pris- 
on,” said the statement. 

He had constructed, several 
special cells for torture and 
harassment of female Mujabe- 
deen prisoners next to his office,” 
h said. “Since March 1984, he 
became also active in the 
Khomeini regime’s warmonger- 
ing mobilisation and cooperated 
closely with the so-called ‘Kha- 
tam A1 Anbia,' and ‘karbala' 
bases.” 

The name of Jamshid Ghare 
Savari was published last year by 
the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq in a 
“list of names of torturers in the 
Khomeini regime's prisons.” 

Mujahedeen-e-Khalq said Fri- 
day that the brother of Iranian 
President Aii Khamenei was 
wounded in a grenade attack. 

An Iranian newspaper said 
Sunday that the man who threw 
the hand grenade at Hadi 
Khamenei, younger brother of 
President Khamenei, was killed 
by Revolutionary Guards. 

Minister of Information 
Mohammad Mohammadi 


Mr. Demjanjuk, of Cleveland, Mr. Demjanjuk was deported mann but were rejected by the I Minister of Information 7811(5 to th 

Ohio, faces the death penalty to Israel to face charges because court | Mohammad Mohammadi spokesman 

U.S. Muslim envoy calls for peace-for-hostages effort 

BEIRUT (AP) — American accompanied by his assistant, ployed an armada of about 20 to American hostages Jopseph cember. 

Muslim envoy Mohammad Dale Shaheen, arrived in Beirut warships in the Mediterranean Grippio and Frank Reed from Mr. Shah 


In Bangkok, 28 Iranian re- 
fugees staged a sit-in at the Un- 
ited Nations building on Monday 
and threatened to fast until death 
if they were not granted refugee 
status and resettled in Western 
Europe or the United States. 

A statement from the group — 
25 men, two women and a two- 
year-old boy — said they had fled 
war, economic hardships and 
compulsory military service in 
their homeland a month ago. 

“They have not given us cer- 
tain assurances," a group spokes- 
man said after meeting with offi- 
cials of the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees. He said the 
refugees would begin the hunger 
strike if its requests were not 
granted. 

The spokesman, wbo asked not 
to be identified, said the refuge< 
departure from Pakistan and Ir 
was arranged by an Afghan smug- 
gler who promised they would be 
resettled in the countries of their 
choice after a six-day stopover in 
Bangkok. He charged £2,500 for 
those wanting to go to Europe 
and $3,000 for would-be immig- 
rants to the United States, the 
spokesman said. 


BEIRUT (AP) — American 
Muslim envoy Mohammad 
Mehdi called Monday for a U.S.- 
led embargo on arms sales to the 
Middle East, saying such a move 
'would eliminate the causes for 
war in the region and end a spate 
of kidnappings in Lebanon. 

Mr. Mehdi, secretary-general 
of the New York-based National 
Council for Islamic Affairs, said 
at a news conference that his call 
was part of a “peace-for-hostages 
plan in contrast with President 
Ronald Reagan's weapon s-fbr- 
hostages policy." 

Speaking at a news conference 
at the Commodore Hotel in west 
Beirut. Mr. Mehdi said the prop- 
osed ban is “based on the 
assumption that terrorism is war 
and war is terrorism." 

He said such an embargo will 
“eliminate the causes of war rind 
hostage-taking." 

The American Muslim leader. 


accompanied by his assistant, 
Dale Shaheen, arrived in Beirut 
on Saturday, renewing a crusade 
to free 26 foreign hostages, in- 
cluding eight Americans, held by 
various extremist factions in 
Lebanon. 

“We are appealing to the hos- 
tage-holders to release all the 
hostages unconditionally,” he 
said. 


‘They (kidnappers) should 
e them unconditionally in the 


free them unconditionally 
name of humanity, in the name of 
peace, in the name of Islam," he 
added. 


ployed an armada of about 20 
warships in the Mediterranean 
after one group of kidnappers 
threatened to kill three.American 
educators and an Indian profes- 
sor, abducted from Beirut Uni- 
versity College Jan. 24. 

Islamic Jihad for the liberation 
of Palestine had demanded that 
Israel free 400 Arab prisoners in 
return for the release of the four 
hostages and threatened to kill 
the captives if the demand was 
not met by Feb. 9. It later sus- 
pended the offer and set no new 
conditiions. 


to American hostages Jopseph 
Grippio and Frank Reed from 
relatives in the United States. 

Mr. Cirippio’s letter is from his 
brother, Thomas, and Mr. Reed's 
is frdm his daughter, Mariyn. 


cember. 

Mr. Shaheen said he and Mr. 
Mehdi hoped that their mission 
win be “more successful . this 
time." . 


Addressing Mr. Reagan, Mr. 
Mehdi said: “Mr. President, 
please if you are concerned with 
the safety of the hostages and if 
you want to help us to secure 
their freedom, please take the 
U.S. navy for away from the 
shores of Lebanon." 

The United States has de- 


Mr. Mehdi said he was not 
prepared to make any financial 
offers to the kidnappers. 

“Thanks God, we have no 
money to offer and we are not 
prepared to raise money for ran-* 
som. We are not prepared to 
discuss ransom," he said. 

He said he was carrying letters 


Mr. Grippio and American 
hostage Edward Austin Tracy are 
held by the Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation. Mr. Reed’s abduc- 
tion was claimed by the Arab 
Revolutionary Cells — Omar 
Mukhtar Forces. 

Mr. Mehdi said he also was 
carrying a “verbal message” to 
American hostage Terry A. 
Anderson from his sister, Peggy 
Say, 

Mr. Anderson ' and Thomas 
Sutherland, another American 
captive, have been held since 
1985 by the pro-Iranian Islamic 
Jihad. 

Mr. Mehdi and Mr. Shaheen 
first visited Lebanon last De- 


Mr. Mehdi said they have- not 
established contact yet with any 
of the groups holding the hos- 
tages “mainly because the tele- 
phone system in Beirut does not 
function properly." 


The two planned to meet Tues- 
day with Sheikh Mohammad 
Mehdi Shamseddiiie, the spiritual 
head of Lebanon's Shfite com- 
munity. 


Mr. Mehdi said be also will 
seek freedom for 2,000 Lebanese 
civil war kidnap victims and 
Anglican church envoy Terry 
Waite “if he is a hostage.” 
“We believe he (Mr. Waite) is 
a mxssjhj* person rather than- a 
hostage." Mr. Mehdi said. 


GCC ministers reach agreement on 
security strategy based on Islamic law 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — In- 
terior ministers of the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
agreed on a common security 
strategy based on Islamic law at a 
one-day meeting in Muscat. 

GCC foreign ministers are ex- 
pected to ratify the plan at a 
meeting in Riyadh on Tuesday. 

Gulf news agencies quoted 
Oman’s Interior Minister Sayyed 
Badr Ibn Saoud Ibn Hareb as 
saying after Sunday’s Muscat ses- 
sion that the strategy presented 
principles “derived from- Sharia 
(Islamic law) and regional links 
between GCC member states.” 

He said it aimed at promoting 
cooperation between GCC secur- 


ity officers “to achieve regional 
stability in the light of the chang- 
ing situation in the region,” an 
apparent reference to the Gulf 
war and attacks in the region. 

Mr. Sayyed Badr gave no de- 
tails of the plan put together at a 
recent meeting of interior minis- 
try undersecretaries from GCC 
members Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

Asserting that the allian ce’s 

security was “indivisible," the in- 
terior minis ters wound up the 
conference and moved closer to 
integrated police cooperation by 


ratifying the security strategy. 

Saudi Arabia's interior minis- 
ter. Prince Nayef Ibn Abdel Aziz, . 

said Sunday’s move was “a big 
step towards protecting t he ec o- 
no mic and social achievements of 
the GCC countries.” 

The ministers said their coun- 
tries were ready to take joint, but 
unspecified measures to safe- 
guard stability and preserve 
security in all GCC states. 

The security strategy has to be 
further ratified by the GCCs 
heads of state at the alliance’s 
annual summit in November.. 

Kuwait, the GCC member 
closest to the Gulf war zone, has 
in recent years been hit by terror- 
ist attacks blamed on pro- Ira- 
nians. 

The latest were bombings last 
month at Kuwaiti oil installations 
and in Kuwait City on the eve of 
an Islamic summit conference. 

Iran accused Kuwait of aiding 




There also have been minor 
bombings in Saudi Arabia in re- 
cent years and a Kuwaiti jetliner 
was hijacked to Tehran. 

Ibrahim Sobji, the GCCs assis- 
tant ■■ secretary-general, said . in 
a statement after the conference 
that if expressed support for 
Kuwait’s security and stability. 

Prince Nayef said last week 
that the proposed strategy would 
envisage collective action to com- 
bat all forms of crime. 

He also said “a first step" in 
implementing the strategy was a ' " 
joint security pact. . 

Sources quoted by AP, said ff ;V- i 
also envisioned mutual extradi- v 
tion of criminals, exchanging l 4l 
anti-terrorism inteltigerice and * r .' 
coordinating police inyestiga- >;• 
dons. 

Kuwait had rejected 'tite joint 
security pact, mainly because it 
called for a policy of hot pursuit 
of criminals by security forces of 


■cJi 


Iraq and boycotted the summit. - any GCC country 40 kilometres 
The U.S. and French embas- 


sies in Kuwait were also hit in a 
wave of bombings in 1983. 

An attempt was made to assas- 
sinate Kuwait's ruler. Sheikh Ja- 
ber A1 Ahmad AJ Sabah, in 1985. 
Two months later seaside cafes 
were bombed and oil installations 
were sabotaged. 


into the territory of any other 
member counfry. 

The Kuwaitis complained that 
would allow foreign security 
forces right - into the heart of 
Kuwait Gty. 

Prince Nayef s statement indi- 
cated that Kuwait no longer re- 
jected the security pact. 


Abu Abbas 

regrets 

failure of 

Achille 

Lauro 

hijack 


ATHENS (R) — A Palestinian 
believed to have mastermined the 
Achille Lauro hijack was quoted 
by a Greek newspaper on Mon- 
day as saying he would do it 
again. 

Mohammad Abbas^ (Abu 
Abbas), a leading member of the 
Palestine Liberation Front and 
the Executive Committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), told, the newspaper 
Proti he was sorry the hijacking 
of the Italian luxury cmise liner 
had failed. 

“Whenever someone asks me 
about file Achille Lauro I feel sad 
because the operation was not 
successful,” he was quoted- as 
sayings “Of course I would’ do it 
again if my struggle demanded 
it." 

The Achille Lauro was seized 
near Egypt in October 1985 with 
more than 430 people on board. 
An American passenger was 
killed. 

Proti said it obtained an inter- 
view with Abu Abbas during a 
conference of Palestinian orga- 
nisations in Algeria last week. 

Abu Abbas said the hijacking 
of the ship was meant to be 
followed by a strike against milit- 
ary installations in Israel. He did 
not elaborate. 

Abu Abbas accused the United 
States of giving maximum public- 
ity to fiie Achille Lauro incident. 


Somalis and Ethiopians 
dig in for new battle 


! *Y »r 

t« i* 


B ALLLID HI G, Somalia (R) — 
Somali and Ethiopian troops are 
digging in for further confronta- 
tion along their remote desert 
frontier after last week's clashes 
between air and ground forces up 
to 20 kilometres inside Somali 
territory. 

A few kilometres across the hot 
dusty plain from this Somali bor- 
der village, freshly dug earthen 
ramparts were dearly visible on 
the Ethiopian side of the border. 


“They are still there," regional •••'■ 
army commander General 
Mohammad Said Morgan told 
diplomats and journalists flown 
up from the capital Mogadishu. 

Gen. Said Morgan added that - 
300 Ethiopian soldiers were killed 
and 40 captured when Somali . 
forces repulsed an attack on six" 
villages and towns, raduding 
Baillidhig, last Tbusday. 

He put Somali losses- at 25 
dead and 30 wounded. 


Palestinians stockpile food 

(Confirmed from page 1) 


Druze leader Walid Junblatt cal- 
led for an end to the fighting, but 
said: “We shall reject the dis- 
arming of Pales tinians and their 
evacuation from certain areas.” 

Four trucks loaded with food 
supplies and mattresses drove 
into the camps of Buss and Bourj 
A1 Shamafi. 

A spokeswoman for. the United.: 
Nations Relief and Works Agen-, 
cy (UNRWA), which cares far ;! , 
Palestinian refugees, said the ‘ 
trucks unloaded “47 tonnes of 
flour, 90,000 tins of sardines and 
564 canisters of skimmed milk ” in 
the two camps. 

“One hundred mattresses were 
unloaded in each camp,” she 
said. 

A police source in Tyre told 
AP Amal militiamen allowed the 
convoy to enter Buss and Bourj 
A1 Sham ali only after they confis- 
cated “one-third of the flour.” 
UNRWA officials in Beirut de- 
clined comment. 

A convoy of three trucks was in 
Sidon waiting for clearance to 
bead to Rashidiyeh. the UN- 
RWA spokeswoman said. 

The Rashidiyeh residents. 


gaunt but cheerful, bought op 
stocks of sugar, bread, potatoes * 
and grains in Tyre. 

“Mama, mama, I can smel)^ '• 
fried eggs," shouted nine-year- .- ' 
old Samar to her mother. 

Tyre residents said they 
doubted the peace would last -,l . 
long. ‘The guerrillas of (Palesti- 4111 
nian leader) Yasser Arafat are 
still inside the camp with all their 
weapons," said one. “We expect 
the fighting to resume." ” 


The Amal-Palestinian “camps 
war" which has flared repeatedly 
since 1985, has killed at least 800 
le since the latest round of 
ting began in Rashidiyeh on 
Sept. 30. 

Amal has used the sieges to 
pressure Palestinians to withdraw 
from positions they won in Mils 
east of Sidon. > 

The Palestinians have with- 
drawn from one village, Magb- 
doosheh, but Amal wants them to 
pull back further. 

Local radios said Syrian milit- 
ary observers chaired a meeting 
Sunday night of Amal and Druze 
officials to discuss ways to reduce 
tension and end Lebanon's 
“camps war." 
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* Tbc Goethe Institute presents an 
exhibition entitled “Six Centuries of 
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Bank Gallery — Wadi Saqra (until 
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* Fine arts exhibition by Jordanian 
artists at the Royal Cultural Centre 
(until Feb. 23) 


ABC NEWS 


The ABC News at 7:00 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 


Jordan ArdneofegfcaT Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 

J uitics of Jordan- Jabal A1 QaTa 
Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 
aju.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 'am to 4.00 pm). 
Cased Tuesdays. 

Junta National Galcry: Cont ai n s a 
collection of paintings, c erami cs, and 
sculptures by contemporary Isl amic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. -Mnnta- 
zah, Jabal Luwabdcb. Opening boars: 
10.00 a.m. - l JO p.m. and 3.00 pjn.- 
6.00 p.m. dosed Tuesdays. Tel: 
630128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of mililaryy 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports Gty. Amman, 
hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
TeL 664240. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 
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12£0 Cairo (MS) 

14J# Moscow (SUl 

16:40 Riyadh (SV) 

2%36 — . Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro (IA) 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman govenwrate 891228 

[Civil Defer 


Has information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
tbc Queen Alia International Airport 
Tel. (08) 53200-S, where it should 
always be verified. 


CHURCHES 


VIDEO 


“Olivier Messiaen” at 4-.00 p.m. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026(7 

American Cent re 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

V.W.MA 664251 

Amman Munirimd Library 637111 

•Univ, of Jordan Library S43555 

MUSEUMS 

" Children ’s Heritage and Srlww 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a smaD planetarium. Open 
aD week 9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. and 3:30 
pjn.- 6.-00 p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos* 
mates over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 661760. 


St. Joseph Charch (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Chnrch of the Annu nciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

Dc la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
TerrasanU Cbmcfa (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Lnweibdeh, mao: in I talian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
p.m. Teb 622366 

Church of the Annndafta (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdflli. Td. 623541. 
AngSeaa Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, TeL 678906. 
Aruioilau CathoBc Church Ashrafieh. 
Td. 771331. 

Amenta Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh, Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmejsani, Td. 
677534. 

EnutgeBed Lutheran Church Jabal 
Amman, 6 th Grek, (Rev. N. Smir), 
TeL 811295. 


PRAYER TIMES 


0<fc5S 

06:14 

11:50 

I4£8 

17:25 

18:44 


Fajr 

(Sunrise) Duba 

Dtauhr 

'Aar 

Maghreb 

‘Ifjha 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Turminal 1) 

85:45 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur ( 

89*0 Aqaba ( 

09-JO Cairo! 

0fe25 Jeddah! 

-lOriW Dubai, Abu Dhabi ) 

1M* Dhahran, Kuwaiti 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17 J5 New York, Vienna | 

17:40 Athens) 

17:50 Paris, Brussels j 

18:65 .... Copenhagen .Frankfurt) 

18:15 Istanbul! 

1*40 Tripoli | 

lfe4S Rome | 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

1105 Cairo (MS) 

13:15 Moscow (SC 

I3s45 Kuwait (KU) 

15:10 Riyadh ( 

1935 Rome, Damascus (/ 

2fc08 Zurich, Laraaca (SR) 

21:08 Frankfurt | 

2200 Bag 

8000 London, Cairo (B/ 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Monday rates 

Local seB/buy rates m Sis 

Belgian franc 89.7/ 90.9 

Dutch guilder 164.3/ 166.9 

French franc 55.7/ 56.5 

Italian lira 26.1/ 26J 

Japanese yen (for 100) 219.7/ 222.5 

Swedish crown 52/ 52.7 

Swiss franc 218.9/ 222.8 

U.K. sterling pound 515/ 521.2 

U.S. dollar 337.7/ 340.8 

W. German mark 185/ 188.4 


WEATHER 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

0fc45 Aqaba QU) 

10:45 RomefRJ) 

11*0 Tripofifajj 

ILN .... Amsterdam . New York (RJ) 

Zl'Jt Athens (RJ) 

11:45 Belgrade, Madrid) 

12.-60 Geneva. London | 

12:45 Istanbul! 

1930 Kuwait) 

2fc45 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai! 

21:15 Cairo) 

21:15 Damascus! 

22.-0I Bangkok) 


Bulletin soppBed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Temperature wiH be normal, with 
the appearance of scattered clouds and 
northwesterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northwesterly 
moderate and calm sea. 


Min ./max. letup. 

Amman 5/15 

Aqaba 10/24 

Deserts 3/18 

Jordan Valley 8/21 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14, Aqaba24. HumkEty readings: 
■Amman 50 per cent, Aqaba 22 per 


Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

Gvil Defence Iibid .... 271293,273131 

Ovfl Defence Quwebmeh 770733 

Civil Defence DeirADa 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

First aid— 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Pohce rescue 192.621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4, 624S81 
Municipal water oompiaims 771125/8 
Oneen Aha Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints «... 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Information I... 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Overseascalls 17 

Repair service 11 


hi , , 


tint 


NIGHT DXJTY 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Sa’ad HaddarSn 657255 

Ur. Shebli Medanai 891163 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaBdi Maternity, J. Anm... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisam 664171/4 

S h meisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845/85 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdah 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, AbdaH 664164/6 

Italian, ALMubajieen 777101/3 

AI-BasUr, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Anuy- Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 


Salam Pharmacy 636730 

Neiroukh Pharmacy 723672 

Khalaf pharmacy 778653 

Piras phar m a c y 661912 

Sahcb pharmacy fsWY X, 


I.. , 


TAXIS: 

Kayyaii taxi 666030 

Taxmataxi MM0 

Tamer Hurt 666474 

Amman taxi 842474 

g^ehd 3 *! lari 842400 

736428 

Soytt lan 77613L 


toiii 




GENERAL 


OtBlD: 

Afcro EkSela 244468 

weiiaan pbannaev | j 


Jordan Television 773111/19 


ZAKQA: 

X'i Sa ^ ,rini - - 987365 

Usual pharmacy 


market prices 


, 1 , 

• < 


7wer price in 
.. s (All kinds) 

RgrvsHft 

Banana (MuJcammar) 

Beans 

Broad beans L 

Beetroot 


Carrot (black) 

Carrot (yellow) 

Omhlkwer (ydlow) 

Cauliflower (while) 

Chestnut 

Cocumbers 


Pg gpbn l (cmatl) 

Eggplant (large) 


/ 240 
320 / 260 
...270 / 220 
...500 / 400 
... 170/120 
... 100/ 70 
.... 50/ 30 
... 130 HOC 
... 100/70 
...120/90 
- 50/ 30 
...550 / 480 
...200/160 
... 180/140 
170/140 


Garlic 

Grapefruit 

Lemon "... 

Marrow 

Onion (dry) ” 

Oojon (green) 

Orange (Abo Surra) .. 

Orange (Shammouti) 
Peas ...... 


Pepper fswelt) 

Potato 

Radtfish 

■ * 


460/400 

130/100 

100 / 70 

150/100- 

. — 180/140 
...... 180/140 

240 / 200 

240/180 

...... 370/300 

350 (280 
. — 240/180 

220/170- 

. — 100/ 70 

60/ 40 

100/. 50 
90/ 60 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nablus residents thank King 


AMMAN (Petra) Seven hundred citizens from Nablus Gov- 
emorate on the occupied West Bank have sent a cable of thanks 
and. appreciation to His Majesty King Hussein for his con- 
tinuous support to the inhabitants of the occupied Arab 
tenitories. In their cable they praised the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s decision to support teaching staff appointed by the 
Ministry of Education to posts in the West Bank after 1967. 


Prince Hassan to co-chair new council 

AIRMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
wil patronise the founding meeting of the Arab council for 
children and development, co-charred by Prince Hassan and 
Pijnce Talal Ibn Abdul Aziz, which will be held here in April. 
The founding of the council is in oompGance with joint 
endeavours by die Crown Prince and Prince Talal to offer 
humanitarian assistance through joint Arab and international 
cooperation. 

Saudi rulers congratulate Swareddahab 


AMMAN (Petra) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia and Saudi 
Grown Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz have congratulated 
<Field Marshal Abdul Rahman Swareddahab, former head of the 
military council in Sudan, on his recovery from open-heart 
surgery which he underwent last week at the King Hussein 
Medical Centre. The congratulations were conveyed by Saudi 
Ambassador in Amman Ibrahim A1 Sultan during a visit he raid 
on Monday to Field Marshal Swareddahab at the «ra«ieai 
centre. ' 


JTV to screen documentary tonight 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Television (JTV) will tonight show a 
special documentary on the Arab people in the occupied West 
Bank entitled “Courage along the Divide’* at 8:30 p.m. on both 
channels. The 90-minute documentary is produced and directed 
by Victor Shonfeld. It exposes die daily sufferings of the Arab 
population under Israeli occupation and also reflects the 
ideological struggle within Israeli society. 

Tawjihi averages higher this year 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Education on Monday 
announced the results of the general secondary study certificates 
(tawjihi) exams for the East and West Banks. Director general 
of exams at the ministry. Mr. Ahma d Ai Taqi, said that the 
results for this year were good and that students* averages were 
higher than these for 1986. A total of 51,124 students sat.fbr the 
exam in the East Bank in the literary, scientific, commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, nursing, postal and hotel training 
streams. Mr. Taqi added that 13,474 students took the tawjihi 
exams in the West Bank. 


Czech official expected today 


.AMMAN (J.T,) - Czechoslovakia!) Deputy Minister of Fore- . 
ign Affairs Garcar Jhon is expecttrfto afrive in Amman' today ' 
for talks with senior Jordanian 'bffirials on means to further ■ 
promote Jordanian-Czechoslovak trade and commerce rela- 
tions. An official at the Czecboslav embassy in Amman said 
Monday that Mr. Jhon was due to hold meetings with Minister 
of Industry, Trade and Supply Rajai Muasher and Minister of 
Planning Taher Kanaan within the framework of the joint 
Jordanian -Czechoslovakian trade committee. 


Ministry to improve roads in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Public Works plans to 
construct roads and carry out maintenance on others in Amman 
Govemorate at a total cost of JD 711,000, according to Mr. 
Mohammad Nsour, director of public works in the Amman 
region. Mr. Nsour was speaking during a tour of areas which will 
be included in the project, on which work trill start in the 
coming few days. 

Drug trafficker receives life 


AMMAN (Petra) — The miihJary court has sentenced Subuh 
Hamdan to Gfe imprisonment with hard labour and fined him JD 
5,000 for trafficking drugs. The sentence was passed in absentia. 


Cabinet recalls ambassadors 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
has decided to transfer ax ambas- 
sadors to the Foreign Ministry 
headquarters in Amman as of 
April 30. These are ambassadors 
Kamal AI Hmoud from Peking, 
Naser AI Batayneh from 
Bucharest, Walid AI Sa’ad from- 
Belgrade, Amer Shammout from 
Abu Dhabi, Nabih AI Nimer 
from London and S^Jeh AI 
Kabariti from Baghdad. Ambas- 
sador Ham Tabbara will be trans- 


ferred from Ankara to the Fore- 
ign Ministry in Amman as of June 
15, 1987. The Cabinet also de- 
cided to retire Ambassador 
Mohammad AI Farrah as of Feb. 
28 and Ambassador Mohammad 
Ah Kbormah as of March 15. 

The Cabinet appointed Dr- 
Trad Saud AI Qadi, a former 
health minister, and Helmi AI 
Lawzi, a former assistant chief of 
staff, as ambassadors at the Fore- 
ign Ministry. 


Shamir begins visit to U.S. 


(Ceotinaed Cram page 1) 

• 

in his government over the issue 
saying both wings of his coalition 
cabinet wanted direct peace 
i negotiations with the Arab 
World. 

“There are differences of view 
on the need and usefulness of a 
conference and I shall give all 
these views," he said. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, head of the Labour faction 
in Mr. Shamir's cabinet, says a 
conference would lead to direct 
talks with the Arabs. 

Mr. Peres' position received a 
boost last week when U.S. 
■Secretary of State Geotra Shultz, 
who until now opposed the con- 
ference, said in a message to 
Israel that it was a possibility he 
wanted to discuss doting Mr. 
-- Shamir’s viat. 

Asked about charges in the 
United Slates that Israel initiated 
the co nt rov e rsial anns-to-Iran 
deal. Mr. Shamir said: "We have 


nothing to hide. I think we acted 
in accord with our relations with 
the United States and in accord 
with our consciences.” 

Asked about U.S. navy analyst 
Jonathan Pollard, who faces a 
long jafl term in the United States 
on charges of spying for Israel, 
Mr. Shamir replied: “I don’t 
think this will be a very important 
feature (of the trip) because what* 
was done was done against our 
■will and against the policy of the 
Israeli government.” 

Israel says Pollard was em- 
ployed against standing rules by 
an Israeli intelligence agency 
which has since been disbanded 
because of its action. 

A report published on Sunday 
raised doubts over the official 
Israeli line that Pollard was a 
small- time Israeli agent with G-- 
mired access to information. 
According to the report Pollard 
provided a host of secret data on 
Arab and Islamic countries and 
their military programme to the 
Israeli .intelligence network. 



Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad 
AI Lawzi Monday briefs a Romanian parliamentary 


delegation on Jordan’s efforts to achieve peace in 
the region (Petra photo) 


Jordan, N. Yemen open 
economic talks today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
North Yemen today open talks 
aimed at bolstering bilateral 
cooperation in various fields, 
according to an official announce- 
ment issued in Amm an on Mon- 
day. The announcement said that 
the talks will be conducted 
through a joint Jordanian-North 
Yemeni committee formed upon 
the directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein and Colonel Ah 
Abdullah Saleh, North Yemen’s 
president. The .joint pommittee is 
co-chaired by Foreign Minister 
Taher AI Masri and North Ye- 
men’s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Abdul Karim AI 
Iryani. 

Dr. Iryani, accompanied by his 


delegation, will arrive in Amman 
on Tuesday for a visit and talks 
with the Jordanian side. During 
their three-day stay in Jordan, the 
delegation will hold talks with 
Jor dani an officials and will four 
several ecooomic institutions. 
Talks will cover economic and 
trade issues and the general Arab 
situation, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Petra said that the Jordanian 
side groups the undersecretaries 
of the Ministries of Industry and 
Trade, and Health and officials 
from the Ministries of Education 
and Foreign Affairs. The North 
Yemeni side includes senior offi- 
cials and undersecretaries of 
several ministries. 


Jordan and Oman ratify 
commercial agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
Oman Monday exchanged the 
ratification documents of a com- 
mercial and economic agreement 
concluded between the two coun- 
tries on July 30, 1986. 

The agreement and the mi- 
nutes of the meeting were signed 
for Jordan by Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade Under Secretary 
Mohammad AI Saqqaf and fen* 
the Omani side by Oman’s 
Ambassador to Jordan Kh amis 
Ibn Hamad AI Battashi. 

The agreement provides for 
organising the export of agri- 
cultural and industrial products to 
both countries. Products shall be 
considered as industrial products 
Jpr.impotfation..puiposfK J pro- 
.vjdetfthat have ^.Jordanian 
dr ah^Opjaiti certificate oforigin 
and tjiat.tbe value added tax is no 
more than 40 per cent. 

Under the agreement, both 


countries agree to develop econo- 
mic cooperation by setting up 
joint companies and economic 
projects in addition to supporting 
and employing capital from each 
country in the other. 

The agreement also calls for 
offering the necessary facilities 
for the transit transport of pro- 
ducts from one country to the 
other. 

The agreement further called 
for the formation of a joint com- 
mittee to be in charge of the 
implementation of the provisions 
of this agreement. 

The minutes of the meeting, 
signed on Feb. 19, provide for 
discussing the establishment of a 
-bolding company for investments 
and for setting up specialised 
exhibitions in both countries, in 
i addition to the exchange of visits 
between trade and industrial de- 
legations from both countries. 


University offers research, 
exam option for Masters 


By Nqjwa Najjar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Contrary to reports 
published in the newspapers two 
weeks ago, the University of Jor- 
dan’s thesis system for students 
preparing for their M.A. or 
M.Sc. degrees was not cancelled in 
any department, said Dr. Subhi 
Qasem, dean of graduate studies 
at die University of Jordan. 

“What happened is that stu- 
dents now have, for the first time, 
another option to the Masters 
thesis," said Dr. Qasem. Several 
faculties are offering a program- 
me at the post graduate level 
which indudes a research project 
plus a comprehensive examina- 
tion. 

The research project .is de- 
signed to familiarise students with, 
research and scientific methodol- 
ogy while investigating aspects of 
problems in the Kingdom,- Dr. 
Qasem explained. The compre- 
hensive examination will consists 
of two papers. In each the student 
will be tested for three hours on 
how well he or she can integrate 
the knowledge he or she has 
acquired to solve a problem or 


situation in the particular disci- 
pline, he added. 

The Council of Deans 
approved this two option prog- 
ramme because some of the 
fields do not warrant a thesis. “In 
some departments only in-depth 
research i$ consistant with that 
discipline. Others such as man- 
agement and Sharia can (and 
have), offered the two option 
programme,” said Dr. Qasem, 
“but all graduate studies must be 
linked to research.’’ 

"Even though students can 
choose which programme they 
want, in order to open the re- 
search . project/examination, a- 
sizeable number of students must 
express their interest," Dr. 
Qasem continued. 

He feels that the aim of the 
Masters programme is to screen 
the student's ability to do re- 
search and that students who plan 
to continue for a Ph.D should opt 
for a Masters thesis. By the end 
of this year most departments will 
have decided if they want to offer 
the option or not. “But no stu- 
dents will graduate without doing 
some kind of research,” Dr. 
Qasem reaffirmed. 


MEMORIAL MASS 

for Martha Abdel Razzak 

On Tuesday February 17th at 4 p.m. 

The Virgin Mary of Nazareth Catholic Church 
Swefieh, 6th Circle, Jabal Amman. 
Condolences Tuesday and Wednesday at the 
family home, 8th Circle. 


OBITUARY 

The families of Abdel Razzak Salem Qteishat 
in Jordan and Beaumont in the U.SA, and all 
their relatives, regret with deepest sorrow 
the demise of their dearly beloved: 

MARTHA ABDEL RAZZAK 
EX 

MARTHA BEAUMONT 

After an operation, on the 15th of Feb. 1987. 

Condolences will be accepted at the house of 
the deceased, located on the 8th Circle in the 
direction of the Medical City Road 200 metres 
from the circle, for 3 days starting Feb. 16th, 
1987. ■ 


Applications 
for units at 
Abu Nuseir 
flood in 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Large num- 
bers of civil servants and other 
government employees have 
started applying to the Housing 
Corporation for housing units at 
the Abu Nuseir bousing estate 
following the government’s new 
measures to reduce the prices of 
units and to offer improved facili- 
ties for payment. 

Housing Corporation Director 
General Sbafiq Zawaideh said 
that more than 600 employees 
have so far appUed and that the 
applications are being processed. 
In the coming days the Housing 
Corporation expects to be inun- 
dated with appGcations exceeding 
the number of unsold housing 
units at Abu Nuseir, Mr. 
Zawaideh continued. If this hap- 
pens, he said, the Housing Cor- 
poration will then give priority to 
those with a longer period of 
service in government offices. 
Mr. Zawaideh made it clear that 
since there is no longer an adv- 
ance payment for these units, no 
priority will be given to those 
offering larger initial payments 
for the units. 

In accordance with the new 
government measures, the major- 
ity of government employees are 
now in a position to pay monthly 
instalments for their units at Abu 
Nuseir, especially as many are 
now paying more rent than the 
instalments, Mr. Zawaideh said. 

He said that a total of 2,652 
housing units are for sale at Abu 
Nuseir estate, and that they , are 
available; for - public ^ectdfv em- 
ployees at present. 

At a press conference in Am- 
man on Sunday, Mr. Zawaideh 
announced that the government 
has revised the prices of housing 
units at Abu Nuseir housing 
estate and decided on a number 
of measures to make it easier for 
beneficiaries to pay their instal- 
ments. He said that beneficiaries 
will not be required to pay an 
advance payment of 10 per cent 
of the total cost of the units. The 
government has also exempted 
beneficiaries from paying the cost 
of additional services at the hous- 
ing estate and the treasury will 
cover this cost, estimated at JD 
30 million, Mr. Zawaideh said. 

The Housing Corporation will 
now be spreading the instalments 
for the new units over 30 instead. 
of 25 years; and will be charging' 
5.5 per cent interest on the total 
price of che emits in conformity 
with government decisions, which 
also said that the remaining un- 
sold units wtil be offered to public 
sector employees. 

Only half of the land allotted 
for the housing estate has been 
used for the construction of the 
units and the vacant units were to 
be available for sale to the pubhe. 
The Abu Nuseir estate has been 
provided with essential services in 
addition to schools, and public 
transport facilities. 


King receives speaker of 
Romania’s National Assembly 

Senate, Lower House speakers brief parliamentary 
delegation on Jordan’s stands, Mideast issues 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday received at the Royal Court Mr. Nikolai 
Giossan, speaker of Romania’s National Assem- 
bly, who began an official visit to Jordan on 
'Sunday. 


The audience was attended by 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad AI Lawzi, 
Senator Amer Khammash, in 
addition to Secretary General of 
Parliament Hani Kheir and mem- 
bers of the delegation accom- 
panying Mr. Giossan. 

Mr. Lawzi and Speaker of the 
Lower House Akef AI Fayez also 
received Mr. Giossan in separate 
meetings and discussed bilateral 
relations and Romania’s role in 
establishing peace in the region. 

Mr. Lawzi said that Jordan 
considers the Palestine question 
to be the central issue in the 
Middle East conflict and the main 
reason for the lack of stability in 
the region. Mr. Lawzi added that 
the region is lacking all means of 
security and stability because of 
the creation of Israel and due to 
its occupation of Arab territories. 
Since its creation, Israel has been 
following an expansionist policy 
and is using all means of destruc- 
tion to uproot the Palestinian 
people, Mr. Lawzi said. 

He added that Israel has not 
only occupied Palestinian land, 
but has also denied the Palesti- 
nian people their humanitarian 
rights. 

The inhuman acts practised by 
Israel against the Palestinian peo- 
ple have not so far resulted in any 
serious international effort to put 
an end to the Israeli aggression 
and Israel’s violation ofintema- 
tional laws and charters, Mr. 
Lawzi said. 

The Senate speaker added that 
Jordan believes in achieving a 
just and comprehensive peace in 
the region and has therefore 
made intensive efforts to achieve 
this goal. King Hussein’s efforts 
and meetings with world leaders, 
including Romanian President 
Nicolae Ceausescu are a practical 
translation of Jordan’s serious 
and keen desire to establish a just 
and durable peace, he continued. 


Mr. Lawzi added that the inter- 
national peace conference, called 
for by Jordan, is a forum where 
United Nations resolutions in- 
cluding Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. could be im- 
plemented. Israel has always 
placed obstacles in the way of 
establishing peace in the region 
by rejecting all peaceful initia- 
tives and by denying the Palesti- 
nians’ legitimate rights, the Sen- 
ate speaker continued. 

Mr. Lawzi stressed the impor- 
tant role eastern and eastern 
European countries could play in 
the region and he called on 
Europe to play an active and 
practical role in supporting peace 
efforts in the region. 

On the Iran-Iraq war, Mr. 
Lawzi said the continuation of the 
war jeopardises the security and 
stability of the Gulf countries. 

On Lebanon, he said that Jor- 
dan supports the efforts made to 
unify Lebanon and to put an end 
to the ongoing fighting between 
brothers. 

Mr. Giossan praised Jorda- 
man-Romanian relations and the 
development of these relations 
and said that the leaders of the two 
countries hold identical views on 
international and pan- Arab issues 
as a result of their strong 
friendship. 

He added that Romania folly 
agrees with Jordan on the ne- 
cessity for an Israeli withdrawal 
from the Arab territories occu- 
pied since 1967 and for giving the 
Palestinian people the right to 
self determination as well as the 
need to implement U.N. resolu- 
tions on the Palestine question. 
The implementation of these de- 
cisions, he said, are the actual 
bases for achieving a just and 
comprehensive peace in the re- 
gion. Mr. Giossan stressed his 
country's support for all efforts 
made towards holding an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 


Middle East question. 

On the Iran-Iraq war. he said 
that his country believes in the 
urgent need to end the ongoing 
conflict and for the withdrawal of 
both countries forces to interna- 
tionally recognised borders. This 
issue, he added, could be settled 
through direct negotiations and 
through peaceful means. 

Mr. Fayez also received the 
Romanian official for discussions 
on the situation of Arab citizens 
living in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. Mr. Fayez praised Roma- 
nian stands vis-a-vis Arab causes 
and its support for international 
efforts aimed at establishing a 
just and durable peace in the 
Middle Easr. 

Mr. Fayez also said that Jordan 
denounces all forms of terrorism, 
noting that Israeli terrorism is 
limitless and is practised within 
the hearing and sight of the inter- 
national community. 

Mi. Giossan praised King Hus- 
sein's efforts to achieve a just and 
comprehensive solution to the 
Middle East crisis and for achiev- 
ing Arab solidarity. He said that 
Romania denounces all forms of 
tenorism and that it differenti- 
ates between the struggle for li- 
beration and terrorism. 

The meetings were attended by 
a number of senators and de- 
puties and the secretary general 
of Parliament. 

Earlier Foreign Minister Taher 
Masri received Mr. Giossan and 
the accompanying delegation for 
discussions on bilateral relations. 

Visit to refugee camp 
Also Monday, Mr. Giossan 
and the accompanying delegation 
visited Baqaa camp for Palestine 
refugees where they were briefed 
on the camp's establishment and 
the services offered to the resi- 
dents by the United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency for Pales- 
tine Refugees (UNRWA) and the 
Jordanian government. Mr. Gios- 
"san and the accompanying de- 
legation then toured parts of the 
camp and visited some shelters. 

The Romanian ' guest was 
accompanied by Senate member 
Amer Khammash and the Roma- 
nian ambassador to Jordan. 


Tomato price rise to cost JD 2m annually 


■I !.t 

' By Rana Sabbagh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A recent Cabinet 
decision to raise the price of 
locally produced tomatoes from 
JD 40 to JD 50 per tonne means 
that the government will be 
paying an estimated JD 2 million 
annually to subsidise production, 
a senior agriculture official said 
Monday. 

The Cabinet, in a meeting on 
Saturday, decided to increase the 
purchase price per tonne of toma- 
toes bought on behalf of the 
Agricultural, Marketing and Pro- 
cessing Company of Jordan 
(AMPCO) by JD 10 a tonne. 

The objective behind the step 
“is to support tomato farmers 
who have been facing numerous 
marketing difficulties due to a 
tomato surplus,” said the official, 
who spoke to the Jordan Times 
on condition of anonymity. 
AMPCO, a fully-fledged govern- 
ment owned company is responsi- 
ble for purchasing produce grown 
by fanners who follow the agri- 
euItaraTcropping pattern, an in- 
itiative launched two years ago to 
assist farmers and organise the 
market. 

Fanners who follow the pat- 
terns are requested to grow cer- 
tain produce which is needed by 
the country and in return receive 
subsidies for each dunum of the 
allocated crops they grow. The 


subsidies vary and range from JD 
10 to JD 15, depending on the 
product and the season. AMPCO 
also runs a tomato paste and juice 
factory in the Gh or AI Safi area. 

One farmer said that as a result 
of the new decision, the govern- 
ment is paying two subsidies at 
the same time; one for those who 
follow the pattern and another to 
those who follow the pattern and 
are also growing tomatoes. 

This method, the farmer said, 
could mean that the govern- 
ment’s earlier decision to encour- 
age fanners to adhere to growing 
certain agricultural produce is 
bearing no fruit and appears to be 
dashing with the goal behind- 
such a step. 

Before the pattern was intro- 
duced, some Jordanian farmers 
opposed the move saying it would 
not organise the marketing as the 
growers will be producing the 
same products. 

'An economist interviewed by 
the Jordan Times questioned the 
- reason b chmd-these- wro - s ubsidies 
and said “why should the citizens 
shoulder the burden of such a 
decision?” 

JVFA may be replaced 
with general federation 

Also concerning the agricultu- 
ral sector, there was speculation 


that the government will soon 
dissolve the indebted Jordan Val- 
ley Fanners’ Association (JVFA) 
to replace it with a general fed- 
eration for Jordanian farmers. 
According to offidal figures 
issued in July 1986, the JVFA’s 
accumulated debts and overdue 
payments amounted to almost 
JD 1 .5 million and seasonal loans 
granted by the association to Jor- 
dan Valley fanners reached JD 
2.7 million during the same 
period. 

The JVFA had earlier called on 
the government to directly inter- 
vene in order to help straighten 
out the organisation's debts. 

The organisation asked the 
government for a JD 2 million 
soft-loan in order to inject new 
funds and to cover transactions 
concerning farm inputs such as 
fodder, fertilisers, pesticides and 
equipment. 

They also asked the Cabinet to 
cover the estimated JD 153,000 
deficit for 1986. 

The proposed dissolution of 
the association is presently under 
discussion and stipulates that spe- 
cialised committees for various 
agricultural produce be set up to 
tackle issues related to the prob- 
lems of growing and marketing 
the prodticts. These committees 
will also form the board members 
of a general federation for Jorda- 
nian fanners. 


AT MARRIOTT 
WE KNOW HOW TO 
HONOR OUR GUESTS. 


If you haven't heard of the Marriott honored Guest 
Award program, it’s time that we told you all about it. 

All you have to do to join the program is stop by our 
hotel and pick up your application. No fees, no trouble 
to you - and you become a member of the most reward- 
ing frequent traveller appreciation program in the travel 
industry. 

In fact, just to show you how much we appreciate 
our guests, now every time you dine with us here in Am- 
man, we credit your account with 250 bonus points for 
every 6JD you spend. Just see how easy it is to win a free 
vacation for you - and the family too. 

For more details and information, call us or pickup 
our program brochure from the front desk . 

For more information call 6601 00. 
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Taken for granted too long 


ON the eve of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 10-day visit 
to the United Stales, the Reagan administration has offered his- 
country a new gift in tbe form of granting the Jewish state the one 
and only status of a kind, i.e., official ally of the U.S. to make his 
official visit to Washington start off on “good footing.*’ It has been 
customary till now for visiting dignitaries to take with them gifts to 
the receiving states, but in the case of Israel, it is always on the 
receiving end as far as the U.S. is concerned. 

We have known all along that Israel enjoys a special relationship 
with (he U.S. It has been identified as a devout ally or a strategic 
partner for some time already. But now die “engagement” is official 
and Israel is referred to as an official ally of the U.S., albeit a 
non-NATO one. This new status symbol acquired by Israel should 
generate in it even more arrogance vis-a-vis its And) neighbours. If 
anything, tbe new Israeli status should make the peace process that 
much more arduous and difficult. As for tbe idea of the international 
peace conference which the U.S. secretary of state, George Shultz, 
wants to rifcmiw amicably with Mr. Shamir, one can only coqject 
Heat the “new efficiency acquired syndrome” obtained by Israel 
would have a negative effect on the whole idea. But we shall wait and 
see the outcome of the U.S.-IsraeIi official talks before we pass 
definitive judgements. 

It would probably be presumptuous on our part to remind the 
U.S. government that allies of the U.S. usually listen to the counsel 
offered by Washington and do not spy on it or er a *ge in activities 
which are detrimental to American national interests. Maybe the 
U.S. has forgotten the espionage conducted by Jonathan Pollard, the 
U.S. intelligence analyst who was caught spying for Israel, but we fa) 
the Arab World have not. Now we know that Pollard was no small 
Cry but rather a big fish who prejudiced U.S. national and strategic 
interests in connivance with Israel. Likewise, we may remind tbe 
U.S. government that it was Israel which got U involved in the Iran 
arms scandal in tbe first place and we all now know the extent of the 
damage done to the U.S. image and credibility hi the Middle East. 
Yet Israel has still been awarded a big prize, the official recognition 
of Israel's valuable services to tbe U-S. national interests beyond tbe 
call of duty. 

We in the Arab World have become immune to shocks of the kind 
affecting or relating to U.S.-Israeti relations. If Israel is officially an 
ally of the U.S., how can we ever compete and hope to receive boon 
fide recognition and acceptance as valuable countries in tbe Middle 
East worthy of U.S. support and assstance? If tbe U.S. can never 
sacrifice an inch of Israeli national interests for a mile of Arab just 
causes, we become duty bound to '.recalculate our accounts, and 
reexamine oor relations with tbe Kxs no longer tenable for us'to 

be taken for granted for so long. If the U-S. cannot strike an 
equitable balance between Israel and some 20 Arab countries, then 
we and other Arab countries must make the ultimate decision and 
choose our direction in a dear and unambiguous manner. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AI Ra 7: U.S., Israel to bolster alliance 


ISRAEL'S Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir Monday began a visit to 
the United States amidst reports that Washington intends to declare 
Israel as a special ally outside the limits of the NATO alliance, and 
Washington's agreement to the convening of an international 
conference. But a keen observer of political events and develop- 
ments can clearly see that the strategic alliance which actually exists 
between Washington and Tel Aviv needs no such declaration about 
a new alliance, and it is obvious to ail that the two sides are almost 
in total agreement on every issue and every policy concerning tbe 
Middle East and other world issues. Therefore Shamir's visit to the 
United States could be considered as an internal visit which would 
not aim at any change in objectives but rather a means of achieving 
the common goals. The strong alliance between the United States 
and Israel is of a kind that can outweigh all the peripheral and 
secondary differences that sometimes crop up between them 
including one that shocked the American public as a result of the 
espionage activity conducted by an Israeli agent in the United 
States - 


Al Dustour: Shamir shuns peace 


UPON boarding his plane for Washington, Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir made it clear in a statement to the press that he 
would not accept any proposal from Washington about the 
convening of an international conference on the Middle East. 
Shamir’s views represent the official Israeli ideas about any 
dealings with the U.S. or the Arabs although the Labour party 
in Israel has other views that accept some sort of a conference. We 
can only wait and see the outcome of Shamir’s meetings in 
Washington and the result of his talks with American officials on 
the idea of this conference; and we will see if he can change 
Washington's position in this respect. Washington has been 
accustomed to changing its official policies with regard to the 
Middle East whenever Israel is opposing them. Most world nations 
are now in favour of such a conference to resolve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict but one cannot guess about Washington's stands when it 
ooraes to hearing Israel's ideas. We actually expect Washington to 
come out in favour of Shamir's ideas and reverse its declaration 
about its acceptance of the idea of tbe international conference. 
But we are determined to hold on to our stand and continue to ■ 
demand such a conference regardless of the U.S.-Israeli stands. 


SawtAlShaab: Time foi educational 

reforms 


PRINCE Hassan's speech to educationalists and teachers in Irbid 
on Sunday was an embodiment of modem education which should 
be absorbed and implemented at a national level. Tbe educational 
process as Prince Hassan pointed out should be regarded from the 
point of view of its ability to achieve the objectives and serve the 
interests of the Jordanian community. Education, he said, is an 
objective and a means at the same time, and serves the developing 
nations which look forwards towards achieving progress and 
prosperity. Education should be directed towards serving the 
objectives of the community and should not be used as a means of 
merely graduating students from educational institutions without 
dear aim or target. Prince Hassan said that one quarter of a million 
Jordanians will have graduated from universities by the mm of the 
present century; and their existence presents a new challenge for 
the community they live in. Prince Hassan said that sound measures 
in administration and education should be followed if the graduates 
are not to become frustrated, and if the country they want to serve 
wishes to benefit. Prince Hassan made it dear that the universities 
and other educational institutions shoulder a serious responsibility in. 
this respect and therefore, should present new vu^epts of 
education and offer practical means for serving the community. 


A Vote for Humility among the IRuins 


THOUGH I have not figured them out yet, I am absolutely sure 
that there are important parallels between contemporary events 
and what happened in our ancient land hundreds and even 
thousands of years ago. It is unfortunate that the intellectual 
balkanisation of modem man, in our age of narrow-focus specialists 
and experts, means there is little interplay between those amongst 
us who are inclined towards political developments, and those who 
spend most of their time studying the past, whether as historians, 
archaeologists, theologists, epigraphists or whatever other spe- 
cialisation one may profess. 

If you think about it for a while, it would seem logical and 
productive that our political leaders and scholars of history would 
engage one another in a supremely symbiotic and productive 
relationship, if they had the time and the will to do so. After all, 
when you take away the fancy wrapping and the big words, what do 
we have of enduring substance other than the history from whence 
we emanate, and the immediate priorities which we seek to meet? 

When I use the term “political leaders," I do in the very broadest 
sense, meaning not only overtly political folk like a) members of the 
government, b) members of the parliament, c) angry, high- 
morality, impeccably Arabist newspaper columnists, or d) all those 
others in society trying to join the ranks of the above. I also mean 
people in positions to influence other people, to engage in and 
perhaps sometimes even define the rich public and private debate in 
our society about matters of over-riding public interest, such as the 
appropriate customs duties on disposable diapers (or — if you were 
swaddled, educated or otherwise culturally conditioned within the 
vast imperial clasp of Mother Britain — nappies), the relevance or 
otherwise of traffic circles (or — etc. — roundabouts), whether our 
students wear or do not wear school uniforms, and so on and so 
forth. 

Among the political leaders I think of, other than elected and 
appointed government officials, are school teachers, business 
executives, leaders of professional and charitable groups, artists, 
religious personalities and traditional tribal leaders. 

Many years ago, when I was studying political science at 
university, one of the few things I learned that I still remember was 
a definition of politics and political power, though the experience 
was obviously not overwhelming, because I cannot remember the 
fellow’s name who coined the definition. It defined politics as the 
process by which societies selected people who made choices about 


the allocation of scarce 'resources. 

Political folk — that is, dedsion-niakeis and moulders of pnbhc 
opinion at all levels — and students of history should spend nroch 
more time together, particularly, in countries and societies such as 
ours, where oor histories are a great deal longer than onr 
memories, and our resources rather more scarce than our human- 
legacy. 

- I started having these thoughts several years ago, when my 
interest in contemporary politics was matched by an interest in our 
ancient history. Tbe more I studied both, the more I realised that 
virtually all of what is happening around us today, in the political, 
social, economic, military or technological spheres, has happened, 
in slightly different forms in the past 

What’s your fancy? Persians knocking at the eastern gateway of 
the Arab World? Israelis threatening and occupying Arab lands? 
Shifting alliances among Arab political leaderships, tribes, confed- 
erations of tribes, countries, and entire civilisations? Ethnic 
banditry in the mountains along tbe east Mediterranean coastal 
plain? The lands of Syria and Egypt vying for political leadership of 
the region? Small, local Semitic states seeking security by allying 
themselves with foreign superpowers? 


There is little that is qualitatively innovative in the Middle East 
today. The magnitude and technical sophistication of what we do is 
different and larger; but the human impetus is not The factors that 
have always caused communities to cultivate and harness their 
human power, and to develop into durable states based on the best 
interest of their people, are timeless factors ingrained in human 
nature, rather than political factors embedded in a specific period 
of time or national reality. 

The historians, archaeologists and other scholars of die past 
would say that they study the past for a better understanding of the 
development of ancient societies, which in turn might help us make 
those decisions today which would help us improve our own 
societies. My own impression, having looked into what happened 
on this laud in ancient history virile keeping an eye on what’s going 
on today, is that tbe study of history has an added attraction that 
should be absolutely compelling for us, during an era when our 
foreign debt is rising, our reliance on external sources of financin g 
remains very high and the value of what we consume is several 
times greater than the value of what we produce. That added 


I att ra cti on is a sense of humility, and humbleness; in the faced: the 
I h uman endeavour on this same land during the past, o^. ten 
{thousand years or sa V 

I" We have drawn on foreign money and foreign expertise . We^a ve 
{tried all sorts of fancy new technology. We have exatoted 
developmental concepts and theories of tmpresave complexity. Bat 
Iwe seem largely to have ignored perhaps the angle most re faftnt , 
field-tested resource within oor grasp: Out own historical & 
j cnee, in a land flat has been drenched with history and h 

TSi-t suggesting that ours is a failed society that should seek 
Isolace or salvation in past glories and ancient myths. To the 
'contrary, I rtiink we have an enviable record of human dewstop- 
ment nation-building, of which we can be proud. But the 
challenges that face us today — unemployment, urban sprawl, 
'socio-economic disparities, regional instabili ty , ca pital fugl&la nd 
i-icmg political and material expectations, all within the context of 
political structures that have remained static for decades — dtnnoi 
be solved by the same means that we have successfully used caring 
the past half a century. 

Most of the problems and challenges we have faced to date 
'been resolvable by the force of feasibility studies, joint w** 
new government agencies or new share issues on the stock 
That was during the initial historical phase of nation-boil d _ 
Today, the challenges are much deeper. They are the challenges M 
sustaining strengthening a nation, of endurance aid creativity 
of commitment and belonging, for which the terminology arfl 
technology of the mid-20th century suddenly seem irrelevant. \ 

Whn* we should appreciate that most of the themes and human 
impulses that define our land today are only the latest versions of 
. patterns that have preceded us many time before, we would do well 
to recognise the fact that onr region is rich in archaeological runs. 
It’s hard to walk anywhere in our ancient and holy land without 
stumbling over tbe ruins of successive ancient civilisations, whose 
common attribute was their eventual demise and destruction Onr 
historians and archaeologists have spent many years studying tbe 
reasons why onr predecessors did not endure. I would think that 
they might have some useful anecdotes and information to share 
these days, should we have the inclination to be curious about all 
those ruins of ours. 






New battle brewing in U.S. Congress over contra aid 


II 


By Valerie Strauss 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — President 
Reagan's pet project, funding for 
the Nicaraguan contra rebels, has 
been damaged by the Iran arms 
scandal hot the programme has 
not yet been dealt the knock-out 
blow sought by its opponents. 

The first skirmish on the issue - 
between Reagan and the new 
Dernocratic-dominated Congress 
may be waged this week, when 
$40 million outstanding from last 
year’s $100 million in mQitaiy and 
other aid for the contras is re- 
leased. 

Once Reagan announces his 
intention to use the money, Con- 
gress has 15 days to pass blocking 
legislation by a simple majority in. 
both .houses. .. . . 

If Congress does so. Reagan' is’ 


virtually certain to veto the move. 
Congress must then muster a 
two-thirds majority to override 
the veto, which is considered 
unlikely. 

Legislators who plan to try to 
block the funds admit there is 
little likelihood of success for the 
moment. 

“ProceduralJy, the odds are 
against us. but that doesn’t mean 
the effort should not be made,” 
said representative Sam Gej den- 
son, a Democrat. 

“Once we get past the present 
process, where the president has 
a dear advantage, it's a whole 
new ball game,” said Gejdenson. 

He and other congressmen are 
setting their sights on a second, 
perhaps decisive, battle later this 
year, when Reagan asks Congress 
for-. about $105 -million; in new 
money for foe rebels fighting the 


leftist Sandinista government. 

Opponents believe they can 
defeat the request because the 
contra programme has been 
seriously weakened by tbe Iran 
scandal and fresh signs of lead- 
ership disarray among die rebels. 

Many congressmen have been 
infuriated by indications the 
White House may have dream- 
vented their laws against funding 
the contras by secretly diverting 
to the rebels millions of dollars in 
profits from 1985-86 weapons 
sales to Tehran. 

In the .absqnce of popular sup- 
port for contra funding, the prog- 
ramme depends heavily on 
Reagan himself but his credibility 
has been undermined by the Iran, 
affair. Some polls show more 
-Americans now trust Congress on- 
foreign .policy - than they <16* 
Reagan, who once declared; “Pm 


a contra too.” 

U.S. contra aid began in 1982 
but Congress cut it off in 1984 
after the CIA was involved in 
muting Nicaragua's harbours. 

Humanitarian aid resumed in 
1985 and Congress approved re- 
newed military assistance last 
year, largely because Reagan ap- 
plied his political might on the 
undecided. 

Su p porters fear tbe Iran affair 
has left him too weak to repeat 
that success, particularly since 
Democrats added the Senate to 
their control of the Honse in last 
November’s elections. 

“People in the middle won’t go 
down for the president again,” 
'Gejdenson said. 

Administration cohesion on 
the COfatfa’ programme whs 
throWb' in doubt 4asf week * when 
Secretary of- State -George Shultz 


and Admiral William Crowe, 
chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff, appeared at odds over the 
effectiveness of tbe contras and 
America’s strategic alternatives. 

Shnltz said last Wednesday the 
contras were making significant 
gains in their war and an end to 
the funding would be a tragedy. 
Tbe next day be said by support- 
ing the contras Washington could 
avoid direct military involve- 
ment. 

Crowe said on Thursday the 
contras had made no progress in 
forcing political change and most 
improve their record or. risk los- 
ing U.S. support He said top 
U.S. military men opposed in- 
tervention. 

Legislators and Honse and 
'Senate aides see ashift in attitude !, 
“about the contras On' Capitol Hill. 

Some early aid supporters. 


i such as senator Larry Presskr, 
a conservative- Republican from 
South Dakota, have begun to 
express doubts because of a 
seeming lack of success on the . 
militar y or political fronts. 

“Are we backing the right 
team?” he demanded at a con- 
gressional hearing where Assis- 
tant Secretary of State Elliott 
Abrams said the programme was 
vital “to defeat Soviet-backed 
subversion and militarisation in 


r. 

v 


Nicaragua.’ =i. 

Internal divisions have no?’ 


helped the contra cause. 

Arturo Cruz, one of three lead- 
ers of the rebel United Nicara- 
guan Opposition, has said he may 
quit because of constant lacker- 
ing over tactics. 

i Of all the contra leaders, Cruz 
•lis the most respected in 
^Washington- , 






Papandreou defies 
party and unions to 
pursue austerity policy 


E.German leader grooms young successor 
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By Mark Heinrich 

The Associated Press 


By Katerina Syrian 

Reuter 


ATHENS — A pledge by Social-, 
ist Prime Minister Andreas Fapan- 
dreou to defy a wave of protest 
strikes and complete a tough au- 
terity drive highlights ttis swing to 
more conservative economic 
policy, diplomats say. 

But Papandreou, who won a 
second term in June 1985 on tbe 
slogan “for even better days,” 
feces an uphill task. 

A virtual wage freeze imposed 
by the two-year austerity prog- 
ramme in October 1985 has pro- 
voked an outcry from trade un- 
ions which accuse him of bet- 
raying working people by cutting 
their real incomes while allowing 
prices to rise. 

Papandreou has also been 
attacked by tbe left wing of his 
Pasok party, which swept to pow- 
er in 1981 on high pubbe-spend- 
ing programme as Greece's first 
Socialist government. 

On the other hand Papan- 
dreou. a trained economist, has 
won praise from Greek indus- 
trialists for his efforts which they 
see as the only way to cut 
Greece's high inflation and fore- 
ign debts of about $16 billion. 

Popular discontent with auster- 
ity came to a head last Thursday 
when more than a million 
Greeks, demanding an end to the 
wage freeze, staged a 24-hour 
strike. 

But despite three previous 
general strikes and heavy losses 
r yr Papandreou in local elections 
List year, the government has 
refused to change its economic 
course. 

Economy Minister Kostas 
Simitis has even hinted that belt- 
tightening may extend into next 
year beyond the official comple- 
tion of the programme at the end 
of 1987. 

“The problems won’t dis- 
appear as if by magic next year 
and our policy in 1988 will have to 
face them,” he said. “The more 
efforts we make in 1987, the more 
options we will have in 1988.” 

The opposition conservative 
party. New Democracy, has tai- 
led for general elections but 
Papandreou said on Friday his 
government would run its full 
course until June 1989. 

Economists say the austerity 
programme has hit wage earners 


hardest, with their real average 
incomes shrinking by about seven 
per cent in 1986 and expected to 
drop by a further six per cent this 
year. 

An added burden is value 
added tax, introduced last month, 
which is likely to push up prices 
by up to five per cent, the eco- 
nomists’ said. 

Papandreou removed three top 
left-wingers from bis cabinet in a 
reshuffle last week, a move *een 
by Western diplomats as a s ign a l 
of his determination to press on 
with the austerity policy of which 
they had been critical. 

Since his re-election, Papan- 
dreou has abandoned pledges to 
remove Greece from tire NATO 
alliance and the European Com- 
munity, which last month 
approved the second half of a 
major loan to Greece of nearly $2 
billion. 

The government says the au- 
sterity measures, which devalued 
the drachma by 15 per cent and 
restricted imports, has been suc- 
cessful so far. 

Official figures show inflation 
dropped to 16.9 per cent last year 
from 25 per cent in 1985, while 
the current account deficit fell to 
$1.8 billion from a record $3.3 
billion. 

Diplomats however, estimate 
last year’s inflation rate at more 
than 25 per cent and say lower oil 
prices and international interest 
rates contributed to the current 
account^ deficit fall. _ 

This year, PapandreouTibpes 
to reduce the current account 
shortfall to $1.25 billion and cut 
inflation to around 10 per cent. 

According to economy minis try " 
figures, Greek exports rose 
slightly in the first 11 months of 
last year to $4.9 billion from $4.1 
billion in the same period in 1985- 
Imports fell to $10.2 billion from 
$11.4 billion. 

Greek industrialists have called 
for even more action to tackle the 
structural weakness of the eco- 
nomy and encourage investment. 

“The government is right to 
continue with austerity but it’s 
not enough to get us out of the 
deadlock,” a source at the 
Athens chamber of co mm erce 
and industry told Reuters. 

“To tackle inflation in the right 
way you have to cut the public 
sector deficits and this hasn't 
been done yet.” 


BERLIN — Erich Honecker, the 
strong-willed and pragmatic lead- 
er of Communist East Germany, 
appears to be grooming a succes- 
sor young enough to be his son. 

. West German experts say Hoo- 
edeer, 74, is preparing Egon 
Krenz, 49, to head a new East 
Berlin leadership that will even- 
tually replace the now-elderiy 
generation in power for much of 
the state’s 37-year existence. 

While details of his personal 
background and life are scant, 
Krenz cuts an athletic, outgoing 
image unusual in the stiff, confor- 
mist world of Communist politics. 

He is known to jog and water 
ski to stay in shape. Photographs 
in a 1984 profile of Krenz in West 
Germany’s Stern magazine 
showed him in the blue uniform 
of the Free German Youth, the 
state organisation he led for nine 
years. 

In 1983 Krenz invited West 
German avant-garde rock star 
Udo lindenberg to lunch in East 
Berlin, and a widely distributed 
photograph showed them clink- 
ing glasses of milk. 

Karsten Voigt, a West German 
Social Democrat who got to know 
Krenz through bilateral contacts 
and a 1974 vacation in the Soviet 
Crimea, called the Honecker pro- 
tege “an easygoing sort.” 

“He’s very self-assured, 
smooth, and attentive conversa- 
tionalist,” Voigt told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

If he succeeds ' Honecker, 
Krenz could be expected to con- 
tinue firm loyalty to the Kr emlin 
coupled with efforts to improve 
economic and cultural ties with 
West Germany, according to ex- 
perts interviewed by the AP. 

Honecker, who came to power 
in 1971, has won Moscow’s 
admiration for developing one of 
the Communist world’s most adv- 
anced, stable economies and en- 
suring a secure border' with West 
Germany. 

East Germany is the Soviet’s 
most important East European 
ally for economic and strategic 
reasons. In East Germany, foe 
Warsaw pact’s westernmost state, 
an, estimated 960,000 alliance 
troops face 990,000 NATO forces 
in neighbouring West Germany. 

With an area of 108,333 square 
kilometres. East Germany is less 
than half the size of West Ger- 
many and its population of about 
17 million, is dwarfed by the 61 
million West Germans next door. 

Using authoritarian methods to 


ensure domestic stability, Hon- 
ecker has gained room to apply 
homegrown pragmatism in inter- 
Gennan relations. West Germans 
now have little difficulty visiting 
family -and friends in East Ger- 
many. 

The question of Honecker’s 
successor now looms on the 
horizon. 

Last April at the nation's Com- 
munist Party congress, Honecker 
elevated Krenz and three com- 
rades in their nrid-5Qs to the elite 
ruling poKtbnro, where officials 
in their 70s have dominated in 
recent years. 

“The gradual removal of rule 
by old men in the GDR (East 
Germany) isn’t precisely compa- 
rable to whafs going on in Mos- 
cow, since Hon^ker, unlike Gor- 
bachev, doesn’t need to solidify 
his power any more,” said Guen- 
ther Bach, a West Berlin-based 
authority on East Germany. 

“Bat Honecker recognises the 
need for a gradual generational 
transition within the politburo 
now. This process should be 
largely completed by the next 
party congress in 1991,” said 
Buch in a recent- interview with 
AP. 

Buch is an official with the 
All-German Institute, an arm of 
tbe West German ministry that 
bandies many official contacts 
with East Germany. He spoke to 
AP on condition his views were 
presented as his own, not the 
ministry’s. 

Two years before the politburo 
appointment, Honecker had 
given Krenz tbe chai rmanship of 
the powerful party committees 
overseeing national security and 
the army, youth affairs, and 
sport 

Those positions traditionally 
have signified the No. 2 position 
in East Germany’s political 
hierarchy. 

“Honecker still looks very 
healthy and vital, ami he is not 
expected to step down voluntari- 
ly,” said Bnch. “But all indica- 
tions are he favours Krenz to take 
over from him.” 

Honecker rose to the pinnacle 
of the East German state partly 
through his central committee 
role in the 1960s supervising con- 
struction of the Berlin wall. 

He replaced Walter Ulbricfat as 
Communist leader in 1971 when 
Ulbricfat angered Moscow by re- 
fisting the four-power agreement 
on Berlin and other moves to- 
ward East-West detente. 

Krenz has climbed the ladder 
through impeccable career moves 
and personal talents unusual in a 


naturally conformist syustem, 
according to another West Ger- 
man expert. 

“Like Honecker, Krenz spent 
nine years as chairman of the 
Free German Youth, the store- 
house of talent ticketed for the 
party’s highest levels,” said Kari- 
Wflhelm Fricke, die author of 
four books on East German poli- 
tics and a commentator on inter- 
German relations. 

The Free German Youth is the 


(state “mass organisation” that 
shapes die leisure and culture 
activities of the young and plays a 
strong role in their political 
education. Krenz ■ spent more 
jthan 20 years in various Free 
German Youth posts. 

“Krenz also has great organis- 
ing and rhetorical gifts. He can 
sprak English and Russian, and 
give a speech without a text He’s 
g mte a flexible man,” ~~ J 


A nationalist’s legacy 

By Anthony Hyman 


Mossadegh: 

biography 


a political 


By Farhad D3 il 

Groom Heim, London 1986- 


THE high reputation and lasting 
popularity of Mossadegh among 
Iranians is well known to all who 
have visited Iran. It survived — 
perhaps thrived on — his disgrace 
in 1953 at the hands of the young 
i shah, and the long years in which 
the aged Mossadegh became a 
“non-person” as far as the offi- 
cially controDed media were con- 
cerned. 

Hus is tbe first biography to 
appear in English of the remark- 
able prime minister who chal- 
lenged Britain’s sole monopoly in 
Iran in 1951 by nationalising % 
country’s main source of wealth. 
A nationalist of aristocratic back- 
ground, his long political career is 
described with care and obvious 
affection, reflecting tbe deep 
emotions still stirred in I ranian 
nationalist cades by this e nigma- 
tic man. (As soon as censorship 
was relaxed with the do wnfall of - 
the shah in 1979, a stream of 
material about Mossadegh 
poured from the Persian presses.) 

There is a moving description 
of the toppled prime minister’s 
digni fied behaviour during tile 
organised coup of August 1953, 
when his opulent house was s ack- 
ed b y the mob. One has to 
sy mpathis e with the fallen hero 
during fab solitary c onfinemen t 
and strict honse arrest, which' 
lasted until his death in 1967. Old 
and frail as he was, he, remained 
! feared by the shah’s fogime. 


Front and Freedom Movement 
Most of the liberals and moderate 
nationalists Who re-surfaced into 
national politics during the 1978- 
79 revolution had 'been political 
disciples of Mossadegh, among 
them Dr. Mehdi Baz&rgan,. 
Karim Sanjabi and Shah pour 
Bakhtiar. . 

The author does' not dwell on . 
the reasons why these other j 
secular political leaders were 
swept aside by the tide of the 
Isl a mi c revolution and the 
emotions generated by the 
Ayatollah Khomeini. The author 
lamely concludes that in adhering 
to Mossadegh’s principles, “‘and 
in losing the battle to tbe fun- 
damentalist clergy, they have 
proved that Mossadegh’s legacy 
will remain with Ir anians but that 
ft will need another personality of 1 
his stature to attempt the recon- 
struction of the ideal.” Like many 
other writers, he compares Mos- 
sadegh to Mahatma G andhi, and* 
evidently believes there were 
many parallels. He nowhere 
seems to appreciate the essential 
difference between Gandhi's 
tremendous moral authority, in , 
spite of holding no official posi- • 
tion, and Mossadeigh's political 
powe r base as a strongly-placed 
prime minister with popular “but, 
as it proved, all too fickle” sup- 
port. The nationalism Mossadegh 
aroused in Iran, together with the 
nataxe of bis “political charisma”' 
are studied only briefly. 

This biography is too respectful 
to examine entfeafly the extent to 
vhich file idealistic Mossadegh 
*** * pragmatic populist when it 
anted him, or to look, at all 
ciosefy at. the alliance of convem- 


mcu uy me snans regime. or convem- 

As to delegacy of Mossadegh, 

even such an admirer as Farhad pnme minister and 


Diba admits , that it was “frag- 
mented.” It is, of course, true 
that a number bf his younger 
snpporters continued to espouse 
many of the same ideas, in the 
i banned parties of the National 


, . - uuuuiwi auu 

“* f r ™Me-ronsing Ayatollah* 
Abol Qasem KashanL 'What ft. I 


ooes certainly reveal is the endnr- 
rcg at traction of Mossadegh- for. 
liberal and secular-minded Ira- 


as a symbol of their political- 

1QC3S. 
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International Red Cross works 
to bind up the world’s wounds 


National Geographic 

WASHINGTON — His name is 
Paul, he’s from the Swiss canton 
of Aargau, and his problem is five 
missing cans of vegetable oil. 

What's a young Swiss doing in 
the hinterland of Ethiopia's Erit- 
rea region, worrying about veget- 
able oil? Like many of his 500 
counterparts around the world, 
Paul is part of a lifeline, in this 
case to starving Ethiopians. Strict 
accountability for food supplies is 
crucial. 

The lifeline is the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), and Ethiopia has been 
one of its costliest operations. 
Among some 80 foreign relief 
groups represented in Ethiopia, 
only the ICRC has concentrated 
on the civil-war zones of Tigray 
and Eritrea. 

‘Like yodeling dub* 

Private and composed solely of 
Swiss citizens, under Swiss law 
the ICRC is, as its director gener- 
al says, “an association just like 
any bowling or yodeling dub." 

Yet, by solemn agreement, 164 
sovereign states enable it to aid 
hundreds of thousands of people 
around the world, some in deadly 
danger, writes Peter T. White in 
the November 1986, National 
Geographic. They are victims in 
one way or another of the dozens 
of armed conflicts and upheavals 
around the globe. 

The work can be miserable and 
dangerous. Last year the ICRC 


visited 60,000 prisoners in 35 
countries. Since World War II, 
some 20 delegates have been kil- 
led while on duty. 

To interview prisoners of war 
in the Western Saharan conflict 
that pits Morocco against the 
Polisario Front, ICRC delegates 
undertook a round trip by Land- 
Rover through more than 600 
miles of roadless desert in 110- 
degree heat. 

In anarchic Lebanon, delegates 
have learned the code of carnage, 
spoken on the ICRC radio fre- 
quency. “When you see weapons, 
you say 1 toys',” explains a dele- 
gate. "Tanks are frogs.' Fighting 
is 'playing* ...And you don’t say 
dead bodies, you say 'choco- 
lates’.” 

Eruption of war between Mali 
and Burkina Faso, or a bloody 
uprising in the People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen, means 
that virtually overnight, delegates 
will be on the scene, repatriating 
prisoners and evacuating wound- 
ed. 'They just unfurl the flag and 
barge right into no-man's-iasd," 
says National Gcorgrapbic photo- 
grapher Steve Raymer. 

Americans, too, have bene- 
fited from the ICRC. When the 
39 hostages from hijacked TWA 
flight 847 were released in Beirut, 
for example, they left in white 
ICRC cars with big Red Cross 
markings. 

1,000 on staff 

Financed primarily by volun- 
tary contributions from governme- 


nts, the ICRC operates quietly to 
protect victims of man-made dis- 
aster at any time, anywhere — in 
war, civil war, and politically 
induced disturbances. Its staff — 
500 in its Geneva headquarters 
and 500 in the field — is all Swiss 
to maintain neutrality. 

“What's important for the 
Israelis, for example, is to be 
certain that no Arabs or friends 
of the Arab control or influence 
the committee," explains the 
director general "And what's im- 
portant for the Arabs is that 
neither the Israelis nor their 
friends control or influence it.” 
That the country in charge hap- 
pens to be Switzerland is an 
accident of history. “We could 
have been from Sweden, or 
Liechtenstein,” he says. 

The theory that sustains the 
ICRCs work is rooted in the text 
of the Geneva Convehtions of 
1949: In armed conflict, soldiers 
have the right to loll opposing 
soldiers. Bur “persons taking no 
active part in the hostilities shall 
in aD circumstances be treated 
humanely.” 

In this spirit, the ICRC will ask 
both sides to let it visit their 
prisoners in order to learn how 
they are being treated. And civi- 
lians may ask the ICRC for 
medical help and for food for 
children and pregnant women, all 
of which both sides should let 
pass freely. The ICRC is pledged 
(o be absolutely neutral and im- 
partial, taking no part in ideolo- 
gical or political controversies. 

Bernhard, a delegate from the 



Grain for hungry Ethiopians is unloaded from a 
Red Cross transport plane. Crushing needs of the 
starving in Ethiopia accounted for the boa’s share 
of 132,000 tonnes of food sent to Africa last year by 
die International Committee of the Red Cross. The 


Geneva-based, all-Swiss ICRC, operating in strict 
neutrality, aids hundreds of thousands of the 
world’s needy. Its diverse work, carried on by a 
staff of 1,000, is often dangerous. 


canton of Valais, meets a prison-" 
er in El Salvador who bears le- 
sions, allegedly from electric 
shocks. In response, an ICRC 
doctor will examine the prisoner, 
and if the injuries are confirmed, 
the ICRC may send a report of 
bad treatment to Salvadoran au- 
thorities, strongly worded but 
strictly confidential. Such quiet- 
remonstrances often bring good 
results. White writes. 

The ICRC has expanded great- 
ly in the past two decades, with 
major operations in Biafra in 
1968, Bangladesh in 1971, and 
Kampuchea (Cambodia) in 1979, 


'and a gigantic operation along the 
Thai -Kampuchean border that 
peaked in 1980. 

Failure in Vietnam 

Yet there have been notable 
failures. During the Vietnam 
War, for example, the ICRC was 
never allowed to visit any U.S. 
servicemen imprisoned in North 
Vietnam. 

The ICRC constantly negoti- 
ates for access to political de- 
tainees arrested in situations of 
international tension not covered 
by international agreement. Cur- 
rently it is negotiating for access 


in Turkey, Guatemala, and Sri 
Lanka, and has striven to help the 
families of people detained under 
emergency laws in South Africa. 

The committee resulted from 
the vision of Swiss businessman 
Henry Dunant, who in 1859 saw 
suffering men wounded in a bat- 
tle between Austrian and allied 
French and Sardinian troops. 
Shocked, be wrote a memoir that 
inspired creation of the ICRC 
and of national Red Cross 
societies worldwide. The reverse 
of tiie Swiss flag, a red cross on a 
white background, became the 
group's lasting symbol. 


Much abused Leonardo masterpiece closed to the public 


By Daniel Udfereen 

Reuter 

MILAN — Napoleon’s troops 
threw stones at it, ovexzealous 
restorers crudely repainted it. 
World War II allied bombers left 
it surrounded by nibble. Leonar- 
do da Vinci’s fresco, the Last 
Supper, has been dabbed the 
world’s most abused masterpiece. 

Now Italian cultural officials 
say the 15th-century fresco must 
be dosed indefinitely to the pub- 
lic in order to complete its latest 
restoration, the fourth this cen- 


"S. 


closure is expected some- 
time this month, after which visi- 
tors will no longer be allowed 
inside the former monastic refec-; 
tory m Milan’s Santa Maria Delle 
Grade church to see what hit 
historian Ernst Gombrich called 
“one of tiie great - miracles 
wrought by human genius.” 


Further studies are needed of 
the severe damage caused by 
nearby traffic, temperature 

chang e ^ mAh* tfu» church awwi 
thick layers of dust. Officials be- 
lieve these cannot be carried out 
amidst the daily crush of stating 
tourists. 

“One doesn't like to dose off 
tiie public, but if we want to 
protect the original work we have 
to take the decision,” Rosalba 
Tardito, Milan’s cuhnral superin- 
tendent, told Renters in an inter- 
view. 

“Unlike a Raphael or a Cara- 
vaggio, we can’t bring it (tiie Last 
Supper) into a laboratory to res- 
tore it,” she said. 

The closure decision has not- 
beep popular., “FH. be. jqut pf_ - 
work,” snapped a church worker 
to a journalist during a recent 
visit to the site. Milan’s new 
mayor, Paolo PflhtcrL, backed by 
hotel owners, said the move 


would damage the city’s tourism. 

The Milan branch of the 
nnitfim Democratic Party has 
proposed installation of a dosed 
circuit television system during 
the restoration so visitors can sec 
the 30-foot wide fresco painted by 
da Vinci between 1495 and 1497. 

Pinin Brambilla BardDon is die 
director of the current restora- 
tion, winch began in 1976. 

.S tanding on the scaffolding 
under the fresco, she spends her 
days meticulously removing five 
centuries of grime and paint 
staining da Vmd’s work. 

From a distance, the left side of 
tiie fresco seemed to be covered 
in shadows. Up dose, tiie be- 
nefits of BardUou’s -labour could 
be^eeii dearly. Orange slices and 
pewter dates, once obscured on 
the tame, now seemed lifelike. 

“Tim faces (of tiie apostles) 
have emotions now, there’s spir- 
ituality at the dinner table,” Bar- 


dllon said. “Look at Mathew’s 
mouth, it’s open and moving 
now.” 

Working under the public 
dearly disturbed Baxriflon. In 
mid-afternoon the dark, dank re- 
fectory was jammed with camera- 
toting tourists, man y of whom 

ignored «gns banning fladi pic- 
tures. 

Tourists pestered her constant- 
ly, BardDon said. “They usually 
ask me to get out of the way so 
they can take their pictures.” 

Among her tools are two big 
microscopes resembling large de- 
ntal X-ray machines that magnify 
paint fragments 40 times. It takes 
about a week to restore an area 
the size of a postage stamp. 

. “It* very difficult,- exhausting 
work. Some days I work eight 
boms, some days I just can’t 
work at an because I have to take 
breaks,” BardDon told Reuters. 

The unusual technique used by 


da Vmd in the fresco, which he 
painted for Duke Ludovico Sfor- 
za of Milan, then one of Europe’s 
most powerful rulers, has contri- 
buted to the deterioration. 

At tiie time, most frescos were 
painted quickly and directly on 
wet plaster. But da Vind used a 
white primer so he could paint 
slowly. By 1517, only 20 years 
after it was completed, the paint 
had begun to flake. 

In addition, te mpera t ur e 
changes between the frescoed 
waD and the room behind it occa- 
sionally trigger minor tremors 
that crack the paint Earlier tests 
have shown these changes occur 
when large groups of tourists 
enter and leave the refectory. 

BardDon wiped the floor of the 
scaffolding with her finger, which 
instantly became caked with dust 
“This is a major problem that has 
to be resolved, and it’s not possi- 
ble with people around. In order 


to refurbish your house, you have 
to remove the furniture.” 

She sighed when asked when 
her restoration would be finished. 
“Fm at tiie half-way point, and 
it’s taken me more than five 
years. I don’t need a deadline. 
It’s a big enough responsibility, 
especially when everybody is con- 
stantly watching you,” 

The care taken by modem res- 
torers is in sharp contrast to the 
fresco's abuse in the past. In 1796 
Napoleon’s troops • occupying 
Milan used the refectory as an 
armoury and stable. They threw 
stones at da Vind’s apostles and 
climbed ladders to scratch out 
their eyes. 

Earlier in the 18th century, in 
one of the nine or 10 restorations 
the fresco has undergone in its 
history, paint was overlaid on the 
original so crudely that it had 
later to be removed with a 
scalpel. 


Oman fights to keep its 
own identity in Gulf 


By Stephen Jokes 

Reuter 

MUSCAT — A small army of 
Indian labourers is busy polishing 
the brass railings. The white- 
washed government buildings 
shimmer in the midday heat and 
sprinklers play over the mani- 
cured lawns outside the sultan’s 
palace. 

This is Oman’s picture-book 
capital Muscat, the most obvious 
showpiece of a modern Gulf state 
fighting to maintain its own 
identity. 

A country which barely 15 
years ago would not allow any of 
its 1.5 million people to wear 
spectacles is learning to cope with 
progress ushered in by oil wealth 
and its trappings — from the 
ubiquitous Toyota pick-up to the 
home video. 

It has also been learning the 
painful realities of recession 
which accompanied the rapid fail 
in oil prices last year. 

“Oil prices are still low and 
1987 wifi be a lean year,” said one 
Western diplomat. “But the 
atmosphere is fairly relaxed. 
There is no sense of crisis.” 

Development came late to 
Oman, starting in 2970 when Sul- 
tan Qaboos Bin Said overthrew 
his father who had resisted 
change in the second-largest na- 
tion on the Arabian peninsula. 

Qaboos lifted the ban on wear- 
ing spectacles, which his father 
had considered too Western, and 
ended prohibitions on smoking 
and singing. 

Oman was also late becoming 
an oil exporter, not producing its 
first crude until 1967. 

Now exporting around 468,000 
barrels a day, Oman resisted the 
temptation to throw in its lot with 
the big oil producers. 

Although Oman generally dis- 
plays solidarity with the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), it is not a 
member. 

Sultan Qaboos underlined his 
political independence by not 
attending the fifth Islamic summit 
held last month in Kuwait. 

The 46-year-old British-edu- 
cated sultan sent his personal 
representative. Government offi- 
cials say it is not his habit to 
attend conferences which are un- 
likely to yield results. 

He was the only leader absent 
from the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council, which links 
Oman and Kuwait in a political 
and economic union along with 
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE). 

The sultan’s strong leadership 
and husbanding of modest oil 
wealth and foreign borrowing 
have transformed the country — 


which juts out into the Strait of 
Hormuz and looks across to 
Iran’s naval base of Bandar 
Abbas. 

The entrance to the strategic 
Gulf made it inevitable that 
Oman's early history should be 
that of a seafaring nation. 

But in recent years the water- 
way has been .dragged into the 
bitter Guff war as Tran and Iraq 
carry out regular missile and heli- 
copter attacks on oil tankers and 
merchant ships. 

O man has been thrust into role 
of guardian of the straits. 

Its navy, including British-built 
gunboats, also enforces a scheme 
to avoid collisions in the 23-mile 
bottleneck, still a key artery for 
oil exports to the West. 

This year some 521 million rials 
(SI .4 billion) is earmarked for 
defence, 32 per cent of total 
budget outlay. 

Joint manoeuvres late last year 
with British forces in “Operation 
Swift Sword” testify to the close 
links with Western powers such 
as Britain, the United States and 
France — which also have 
warships patrolling the Gulf. 

Just a few miles from Muscat, a 
bustling financial centre, Ruwi, 
has been created on a former 
desert airstrip. 

The fertile Batinah coastal strip 
stretching north towards the 
UAE is at first lined with garages 
selling both high performance 
cars and family saloons. But the 
huge aeon signs of the Toyota 
dealers quickly give way to ram- 
shackle auto repair shops. 

Oman's third five-year plan be- 
gun in 1986 aims at developing 
areas away from the capital, but 
austerity measures have meant 
cuts. Economists say priming will 
not alter the objectives — which 
include fostering the private sec- 
tor — but will slow development 
in the rest of the country. 

The 1986 budget deficit was 
more than three times the plan- 
ned level and- hit 700 milli on rials 
($1.8 billion). 

Some Omanis argue privately 
that harsher times are no bad 
thing, enforcing careful nse of oil 
revenues and heading off a trend 
towards consumerism. 

About 160 miles north of Mus- 
cat. the coastal town of Sohar is 
Oman's third largest settlement 
with 45,000 inhabitants. 

The town, which boasts a meti- 
culously-renovated 13th-century 
fort, is a growing centre for 
fishing and agriculture, once just 
subsistence industries. 

The highway to Sohar sweeps 
past a huge dairy and vegetable 
farm, which has transformed the 
plain into 400 hectares of irri- 
gated green. 


Blood test to detect tumours 


By Sally Squires 

WASHINGTON — Researchers 
at the Harvard Medical School 
reported new details on their 
work with a blood test that is able 
to detea the growth of a cancer in 
the body and appears to help 
researchers determine which 
tumours are likely to spread. 

Dr. Eric T. Fossel and Dr. Jan 
McDonagh said the test, which 
measures special fats in the 
blood, was able to accurately 
detect the presence of “all types 
of rumours” from breast cancer 
to colon cancer. 

The researchers also used tiie 
test to foUow the progress of two 
leukemia patients as they under- 
went chemotherapy. Both pa- 
tients went into remission — 
which the test documented. Later 
the test indicated that one patient 
relapsed before dinical signs 
were apparent. 

Fossel and McDonagh first re- 
ported their findings in the Nov. 
26 issue of Tbe New England 
Journal of Medicine. So far, some 
331 patients have been screened 


with the new blood test. 

Many researchers have been 
searching for blood test to detect 
cancer early, usually by looking 
for evidence of cancer cells in the 
blood or other factors that would 
indicate a tumour is present 
somewhere in the body. 

This new test is unique in its 
ability to detea changes in the 
fatty content in a person’s blood 
that indicates something is rapid- 
ly growing in the patient. But it 
cannot determine the type of 
cancer present, nor can it diffe- 
rentiate between the blood of 
cancer patients and that of pre- 
gnant women or men with en- 
larged prostate glands. 

“We feel that what we are 
seeing is a response of the body to 
rapidly dividing cells,” Fossel 
said. 

The test uses a techique called 
nuclear magnetic resonance ■ 
(NMR) to examine changes in 
blood fats, known as oncohpids. 
NMR measures signals, known as 
resonances, that arise from the fat 
molecules in the blood. Fossel 
and McDonagh have shown that 


tbe blood fats in people with 
cancer produce sharp, peaked re- 
sonances. unlike people without 
cancer. They believe that these 
changes are due to alteration in 
fats known as triglycerides. Che- 
mical molecules on these fats 
move faster in people with cancer 
and are more disordered. 

“I will take another two years 
of testing,” Fossel said, before 
researchers know if the test can 
be implemented as a standard 
part of cancer monitoring. The 
NMR machines cost about 
$500,000 each, but they have the 
capability of performing “hun- 
dreds of tests a day,” at a cost of 
about $50 a test. 

The hope is that the test will 
not only be able to buy time for 
cancer patients by detecting 
malignancies early, but that it will 
also be useful in determining 
when a cancer patient is relaps- 
ing. That, in turn, would give 
doctors a chance to try other 
more aggressive treatments be- 
fore the tumour spreads — 
Washington Post. 


New traces of Assyrian civilisation found 


By Subtly Haddad 

Reuter 

MOSUL, Iraq — Recent 
archaeological finds in northern 
Iraq may be the first clue that 
some Assyrians were thriving 
long after their powerful empire 
was pulverised by a combined 
army of Babylonians and Medes 
in 615 B.C. 

A joint team from Edinburgh 
University and the British 
Museum has unearthed Assyrian 
artifacts dating to tiie t hird cen- 
tury B.C., which the experts say 
cast donbt on the theory that the 
Assyrians had by then dis- 
appeared. 

Scottish archaeologist Edgar 
Peztenburg, who has led the 
excavation at Eski Mosul, 600 
kilometres north of Baghdad, is 
convinced that the Assyrian 
empire did not just vanish. 

The archaeologists have been 
excavating for two seasons at 
Kharabeh Shattani, one of 15 
teBs — artificial mounds formed 
by the accumulated remains of 
andent civilisations — at Eski 
Mosul. 

What h a ppen e d to the hun- 
dreds of thousands of Assyrians 



when their capital Nineveh and 
main cities Ashur and Nimrud 
collapsed in flames to invaders 
from Persia and southern Iraq 
has remained a mystery. 

Tbe general assumption is that 
most of the population was kil- 
led and the few who managed to 
escape sought refuge in the 
mountains where they dispersed 
among the local peoples. 

But tbe new evidence shows 
that rather titan dispersing, sur- 
viving Assyrians formed small 
societies some distance away 
from their main cities. 

Peztenburg told Reuters that 
metal works, pottery and the 
designs of bmkhngs found at 
Kharabeh confirmed that at least 
some of the Assyrians stayed. 

At its height the Assyrian 
empire spread into Syria, Pales- 
tine, Anatolia,. Persia and even 
Egypt- 

But its population was too 
a»all to consolidate its hold over 
an expanded kingdom, making it 
vulnerable to tiie attack winch 
led to its destruction. 

The archaeologists at Khar- 
abefa Shattani bad been contri- 
buting to an international sal- 
vage operation to rescue 200 


tells threatened with flooding. 

Peztenburg said he could find 
no bint as to tbe fate of the 
Assyrian inhabitants of Khar- 
abeh Shattani because “the site 
was very small in comparison to 
Assyrian cities and foe people 
might have possibly moved to 
otter places." 

But the new finds point to a 
heavy Assyrian presence in the 
area and might spur scholars to 
on bark on a fresh study of the 
Assyrian empire, Peztenburg 
said. 

"... I’m sure the new discover- 
ies at Kharabeh will arouse 
Assyriologists’ interest in this 
regrettably neglected phase of 
Assyrian history,” he said. 

Although more than two mil- 
lenia have passed since the fell of 
the Assyrian empire, there is a 
sea in Iraq today known as 
Asburi, after the Assyrian reli- 
gious capital of Ashur, whose 
members claim descent from tiie 
bygone civilisation. 

These people; of tough solid 
stock — main characteristics of 
the ancient Assyrians — stiZZ give 
their children Assyrian names 
such as Saigon, Sennacherib, 
Ashur, Naram and Ninua. 


Gay soldiers set up organisation in Dutch forces 


By Martin Nesirky 

Reuter 

THE HAGUE — Homosexuals 
are setting up their own organisa- 
tion in the Dutch aimed forces 
and even the defence ministry 
dunks it is a good idea. 

Two majors, an infantry cap- 
tain and a non-commissioned 
officer are behind the scheme to 
establish a foundation called 
“homosexuality and the armed 
forces,” to promote the interests 
of “gay” and lesbian military 
personnel. 

Many countries consider 
homosexuality incompatible with 
military service because of the 
possibility of blackmail, and some 
Western forces are exempt from 
laws which allow homosexual 
acts. 

But since 1974, the Dutch 
military has not rejected con- 
scripts on the grounds of 
homosexuality as part of a drive 
to ensure the 71,400-member 
armed forces reflea civilian soci- 


ety. Tbe main Dutch gay orga- 
nisation estimates there are be- 
tween 500,000 and one million 
homosexuals in a population of 
14.5 million people. 

Surprisingly, news of the 
foundation came to light in the 
official ministry newspaper, De- 
fisnsiekrant. which published a 
detailed article about the group, 
printed a photograph of the gay 
majors and gave the names and 
addresses of the main organisers. 

“A working group for gay sol- 
diers was started about 10 years 
ago by a draft soldier. It meant 
well and it was sincere, but a bit 
chaotic because the membership 
was constantly changing as con- 
scripts came and went,” ex- 
plained Major Abel van Weerd, 
chairman of tbe new foundation. 

Setting up a foundation wiD 
mean the group is registered, 
recognised in law and dearly 
identifiable, making access to 
offidaldom easier. 

“We have a small group of 
professional soldiers and have 


better access to the top ranks and 
the ministry,” he told Reuters. 

He has no idea bow many 
people wiD join, but notes a 
similar police organisation has 
some 55 members. About five 
interested military staff have cal- 
led him since the artide appeared 
in the in-house weekly last week. 

“If the military does mirror 
sodety then five to 10 per cent of 
the troops oould be gay,” be said. 
That works out at 3,750 to 7,140. 

Van Weerd, an economist, 
said the foundation would be 
independent, but would welcome 
defence ministry recognition. 
Lawyers expect papers setting up 
the foundation to be ready in two 
weeks. 

Ministry spokesman Cent van 
Vliet said: “It is a good thing that 
the subject is breaking out into 
tbe open.” He said a foundation 
would be easier to deal with than 
a semi-anonymous working 
group. 

Defence State Secretary Jan 
van Houwelingen was ready in 


prinriple to meet the new group's 
leadeis if they wanted. 

Van Vliet said there would be 
“oo problem" acceding to the 
organisation's wish for informa- 
tion about homosexuals to be 
placed in offidal brochures handr 
ed to all new conscripts. 

Van Weerd said (his was a 
promise he hoped would be fulfil- 
led. The ministry is less enthu- 
siastic about funding for an office 
and full-time worker for the 
foundation. 

It also tends to think there 
are fewer homosexuals in the 
armed forces than outside be- 
cause of the lifestyle, a theory 
disputed by the foundation which 
beQeves the reverse could be 
true. 

But the Dutch ministry's over- 
all attitude is in' line with its 
relaxed view on personal appear- 
ance and relatively enlightened 
policy on the role of women in 
the military — long-haired male 
soldiers are a common sight and 
women serve on board navy 


ships. 

The ministry’s approach to 
homosexuality appears positively 
accommodating alongside other 
countries’ policies. 

U.S. army spokesman Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Pete Wyro told 
Reuters in Washington: “it 
(homosexuality) adversely affects 
the abilility of the armed forces to 
maintain discipline and morale, 
maintain responsibility of the 
military service and prevent 
breaches of security.” 

He said an average of 1,600 
homosexuals a year have been 
removed from the 2.1-million- 
member active U.S armed forces 
in the past three years. 

Britain’s armed forces are ex- 
empt from legislation allowing 
homosexual acts between con- 
senting adults and those caught 
are court marti ailed. 

In Brussels, NATO officials 
say they are vetted in their 
national capitals and asked 
whether they lead “a national sex 
life.” 
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I The First and Only Greek 


ts 

Restaurant In Jordan 
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.ZOR8A THE GREEK. 



LOCATED 



JABAL AMMAN . 2ND CIRCLE 


2 

OPP FRENCH LOAF 



TFL 641535 M cOVEH crrinct 




- The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 


in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Del 638968 


The Ideal Residence for Expatriates & 
Businessmen 


IIAItOTEL B© ||j£fjl|l= 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL 
Shmeisani - Amman 


. Luxuriously furnished studio apartments. 
To Satisfy Good Taste 
HOTEL * APARTOTEL * 
RESTAURANT. 


'*■ CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yamouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbecue for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Wka-awayi 

Open daily Noon - 330 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m . - midnigh t 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



IfM 1 

MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant. 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Chinese Flaming pot is 
available 

Takeaway available 

Open daily 12:00 - 15:30 
I8.-00 - 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 
l Tel: 661922 


SHAKHSHIR 
Rent A Car 


1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance 

3. Automatic and Air-con- 
dition cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good rates 

Middle East Hotel 
Tel: 668958 








Connors pulls up lame, 
forfeits tourney to Edberg 

MEMPHIS _ TpnnMGM ( APt _ _ _ 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) — Top-seeded Stefan 
Edberg won his second U.S. Indoor T ennis Cham- 
pionship in the past three years when a knee injury 
forced no. 2-seed Jimmy 'Connors to retire in the 
' second set. 


Connors, who had lost the first 
;set 3-6, fell to the hard-court 
surface at ther Racquet Cub of 
Memphis after hitting a weak 
backhand overhead tor Edberg in 
the third game of the second set 
Sunday. 

While Connors lay on the court 
■holding his right knee, Edberg 
’easily returned the ball into the 
'open court to break Connors’ 
serve and take a 2-1 lead. 

. Connors, who now has lost 
seven straight finals and has not 
won since 1984, was assisted off 
■the court and attended to during 
ihe change over. 

* After being assessed one penal- 
ty point for delay, Connors re- 
tired from the match, making 
Edberg, the 1987 Australian 
Open champion and the world's 
‘no. 2 player, a 6-3, 2-1, winner. 

“1 really don't remember what 
happened," Connors said later. 
“After I hit the shot, 1 came 
down and I was leaning back and 
I tried to go forward and then I 
can’t remember.” 


Connors, who is ranked eighth 
in the world and had won seven 
U.S. indoor titles, said he quickly 
knew he would be unable to 
continue the match. 

Todd Snyder, a trainer with the 
Association of Tennis Profession- 
als, said Connors would undergo 
precautionary x-rays to ensure 
there was uo fracture. 

Snyder said the injury could 
keep Connors sidelined for 10 to 
21 days. 

“He sprained one of the main 
ligaments that keeps the knee 
from collapsing. There is no need 
for immediate surgery,” Suyder 
said. 

The injury came after a short 
rally. Connors had just failed to 
register a winner on a previous 
overhead which Edberg had lob- 
bed to the mid-court area. Con- 
nors appeared set to deliver a 
cross-court winner, but instead he 
hit a weak overhead and crum- 
pled to the court. 

Both men held serve through 
the first seven games of the open- 



Stefan Edberg... brings 
Connors to hb knees 

mg set before Edberg took Con- 
nors to deuce in game eight. 1 
Edberg then passed Connors on 
the forehand side to reach break 
point. 

Connors fell behind 3-5 when 
be was unable to reach an Edberg 
forehand that hit the tape and fell 
over. Edberg took the set by 
w innin g the ninth game at love 
when Connors netted a backhand 
from the base line. 

Ed berg’s winner’s share was 
$45,000, while Connors received 
$22,500. 


Chess grandmasters’ association 
to launch World Cup series 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — A 
new association of chess grand- 
masters will introduce a World 
Cup competition and has forced 
FIDE, the world chess federa- 
tion, to reschedule its world 
championship cycle, officials 
said. 

The grandmasters' association, 
which was founded Sunday, plans 
to launch a World Cup series of 
six tournaments in 1988 and 1989 
and FIDE, facing increasing 
pressure from the top players, 
agreed to extend its world cham- 
pionship cycle from two to three 
years because of it, FIDE Presi- 
dent Florencio Campomanes 
said. 

Observers said the move was a 
success for the grandmasters' 
association, led by Soviet world 
champion Garri Kasparov, and 
showed the potential power of 
top players in running chess. Kas- 
parov and Campomanes have 
been embroiled in a sometimes 
bitter dispute since 1985. 

“It is a big success which shows 
.the power and independence of 
the players. They will be able to 
work more professionally now,” 
said one official who attended the 
meeting but asked to remain 
anonymous. 

' Although Campomanes said 


the organisation of a World Cup 
will be “a great step in the prom- 
otion of chess" he wrote to Kas- 
parov that it will result in a loss of 
finances for FIDE. 

“Although this will result in the 
loss of income, we feel the sacri- 
fice is justifiable for the sake of 
world chess,” he wrote. 

Kasparov and the other leading 
players founded the grandmas- 
ters' association to increase their 
say in the running of chess, but 
were offered only a consultative 
role by FIDE Sunday, the official 
said. 


One official said however “the 
grandmasters want a decisive 
role," in the management of their 
sport. “They will go their own 
way.” He added FIDE could do 
little but accommodate their 
wishes' if the players remained 
unitec^. ,, .• - ■-• • 

Few details of the founding 
charter of the grandmasters' asso- 
ciation were made public Sunday 
but spokeswoman Hi ana Zonned- 
da said that all grandmasters 
would be asked to join the orga- 
nisation. 

Kasparov's manager Andrew 
Page has said in the past that the 
World Cup would bring together 
the top 24 players, who would 


each play four of the six tourna- 
ments. The 16-player events 
would take place on as many 
different continents as possible. 

Sources have said that the 
World Cup prize money would 
consist of some $400,000 on top 
of the prize money for each of the 
individual tournaments. In com- 
parison, Kasparov only got 
$5,000 for winning the two- week 
Ohra Tournament in Brussels in 
December. 

With the new association, Kas- 
parov, 23, wants to make the 
game more popular, trying to 
attract spectators and the media 
and to boost earnings. 

Some of the top grandmasters 
have had increasingly acrimo- 
nious relations with FIDE over 
the last years, arguing the orga- 
nisation was autocratically run by 
Campomanes; a Filipino. Cam- : 
po mines was recently reelected 
by the FIDE member countries to 
another four-year term as presi- 
dent 

The board of the grandmasters' 
association consists of Soviets 
Kasparov and Anatoli Karpov, 
Briton John Nunn, U.S. player 
Yasser Seirawan, Hungarian 
Lajos Portisch, Yugoslav Ljubo- 
mir Ljubojevic and Jan Timm an . 
of The Netherlans. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Pole conquers Nepal mountain 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) — Polish mountaineer Jerzy 
Kukuczka has climbed Annapurna I — his 13th conquest of a 
peak taller than 8,000 metres (26,240 feet). Nepal's Ministry of 
Tourism said Monday that Kukuczka, 38, readied the summit of 
the 8,091-metre (26338-foot) Annapurna I, the world's ninth 
tallest mountain, on Feb. 3, accompanied by fellow Pole Artur 
Hajzer, 24. Kukuczka now needs to climb only the 8,046-metre 
(26390-foot) Xixapangma in Tibet to complete his effort to 
climb all 14 of the world’s peaks taller than 8,000 metres. 


Platini escapes car crash injury 


TURIN, Italy (R) — French World Cup star Michel Platini 
escaped unhurt when his car crashed as he was returning to his 
Turin home at the weekend, police said. Platini's car skidded on 
a wet road and hit a parked car late on Saturday night, they said. 
The Juventus player and his family were going home from a 
meal in a nearby restaurant. Platini’s wife Christel and daughter 
Marine suffered slight injuries, but were treated in hospital and 
released the same night. His young son, Laurent, was unhurt 


Allen-Cooksey sets U.S. pentathlon mark 


GAINESVILLE, Florida (AP) — Tony Allen-Cooksey set an 
American mark while capturing his second straight national 
pentathlon title at the USA-TAC National Pentathlon Cham- 
pionships. Allen-Cooksey, representing the Athletes Forte of 
southern California, totalled 4,315 points Sunday night, break- 
ing the mark of 4,119 points set in 1984 by Scott Daniels. The 
pentathlon consists of the 6Ck-metre hurdles, long jump, shot 
put, high jump and 1,000 metre ran. Rob Muzzio of George 
Mason University, the 1985 NCAA decathlon champion, was 
second with 4,090 points, while teammate Keith Young was 
third with 4,008. 


Americans win bobsled races 


LAKE PLACID, New York (AP) — American Matt Roy 
piloted a redesigned sled to victory in the World Cap two-man 
bobsled races at Mount Van Hoevenberg. Roy, who estimates 
he has driven his bobsled down Mount Van Hoevenberg more 
than 600 times during bis seven years in bobsledding, won the 
same event one year ago. He posted the three fastest times of 
the four-heat event Sunday in piling up a comfortable winning 
margin of more than a second over the numerup British sled 
driven by Mark Tout with David Armstrong- on the brake. * 


E. Germans win biathlon relay 


LAKE PLACID, New York (AP) — Frank-PeteT Roetsch 
completed his domination of the World Cup Biathlon Cham- 
pionships by leading his East German team to a gold medal in 
the relay event. The East German relay team- covered the 
7.5-metre course in a combined time of 1 hour, 25 and 2.30 
minutes, more than two minutes, ahead of the second-place 
Soviet team. West Germany finished third. It was the third gold 
medal for the East German in tfa World Championships of the 
sport that combines elements of cross country skiing and 
marksmanship. Roetsch also won gold medals in the 10 and 20 
kilometre races held at Lake Placid’s Mount Van Hoevenberg 
this weekend. 


American-best time wins 200 metres 


GAINESVILLE, Florida (AP) — -James -Butler won the 200 
metres -at the Gator Open Indoor Track meet Sunday in an' 
American-best time of 20.64. Butler's time is the third best ever 


and beat tire previous American best of 20.84 set by Mel Lattany 
~~ ' ~ i C. O'Connell 


of Georgia in 1983. Die meet in the Stephen 
Centre served as the U.S. trials in the men's 200 and 400 metres 
for the IAAF World Indoor Championships scheduled March 
6-8 in Indianapolis. Kirk Baptiste, the 1984 Olympic silver 
medallist at 200 metres, was timed in 20.86 Sunday to join 
Butler on the U.S. team. University of Florida sophomore 
Dennis Mitchell, the only collegian in the field, set a collegiate 
indoor record with his third place docking of 21.03. 


Britain’s Phillips 
tours Jordan’s 
equestrian 
facilities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Captain Mark 
Phillips, United Kingdom Olym- 
pic rider and international expert 
on equestrian sports, is visiting 
Jordan this week upon the invita- 
tion of Her Majesty Queen Now 
to help assess efforts underway to 
establish -a national equestrian 
society. During his stay, Capt 
Phillips wfll visit various eques- 
trian facilities in Jordan and meet 
those interested in (his develop- 
ing sport. 

A demonstration of show 
jumping was held Monday after- 
noon at the Arabian Horse club. 
Attending the event were Her 
Majesty Queen Noor, Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia, who, 
with Capt. Phillips, watched 12 
local riders as they pat their 
horses through paces. 

• Taking part in the cool bright 
afternoon sunshine , were Ra’ad 
Nasser, Hi£ Royal Highness 
Prince Ali A1 Hussein, Her Royal 
Hi ghness princess Haya, Sherif 
Saifi, Sandra Saifi, Sara Kabariti, 
Chris Wegelnis, Steve Jahsban, 
Hana Jahsban, Lubna Ezzedin 


Hani Bisharat, and Zaid Bitar. 


Elliott wins 
Daytona 500 
car race 


DAYTONA BEACH, Honda 
(AP) — Bill Elliott won his 
second Daytona 500 as defending 
champion Geoff Bodine, losing a* 
high-stakes gamble, ran out of 
gas three laps from the end at 
Daytona International 
Speedway. 

Elliott, the 1985 winner, out- 
musded the fastest field in Day- 
tona history most of the day 
Sunday. But be had to watch and 
wait in the last 13 laps as Bodine 
took a calculated risk by staying 
on the racetrack, hoping to 
squeeze 45 laps of racing out of a 
nearly-empty gas tank. 

Bodine got in 42 laps and was 
about 20 seconds in the lead on 
the 2.5-mile (4-kilometre) track 
when his Chevrolet spattered and 
quit. The engine stopped just 
after he had passed the pit entr- 
ance, forcing him to roll slowly 
around the track while Elliott's 
Foid Thunderbird and the rest of 
tiie lead cars roared past. 

Elliott then held off Benny 
Parsons for the victory. 

The winger :Cipssed the finish 

_}ia£ just six-tenths of a second 
ah^ad of Faisons. Seven-time 
Daytona 500 winner Richard Pet- 
ty came in third, followed by 
Buddy Baker, Dale Earnhardt, 
Bobby Allison, Ken Schrader and 
Darrell Waltrip. 

Elliott averaged 176-263 mph 
(283 kph) — the second-fastest 
Daytona race — and won a Nas- 
car record $204,150. Bodine’s 
$192,715 was the old mark. 


Soccer administrators make complicated changes 


By Robert Millward 

Associated Press 


LONDON — Former Eng- 
land soccer manager Ron Green- 
wood once said: “Soccer is a 
pimple game. The hard part is 
making it look simple.” 

Some of Europe's soccer admi- 
nistrators seem to be having a 
hard time coping with the ups and 
downs of the game. 

Authorities in England, 
Switzerland and Spain ail have 
devised complicated new systems 
to determine either the title race 
or promotion and relegation 
issues in their respective coun- 
tries. 

These involve season-ending 
playoffs or carving up the leagues 


into two or three sections. And 
the motives for the changes also 
differ. 

While English officials have 
reacted to calls for pruning the 
First Division programme — each 
team plays 42 matches — the 
Spaniards want to do the opposite 
and fill out their season with 
revenue-earning matches. 

The Swiss plan to reduce their 
16-team First Division by four 
clubs, using complicated playoffs. 

Until this season in England, 
the top three teams from Division 
Two replaced the bottom three in 
Division One at the end of each 
league campaign. 

Now, the promotion-relegation 
system is to change as the First 
Division is reduced to 20 teams 



over the next two seasons, and 
even die-hard soccer fans are 
trying to get to understand the 
new format. 

Three teams will still automati- 
cally go down from Division One 
at the end of the current season 
but only two will go up. 

To make the new plan work, 
officials instead have devised a 
playoff series, whereby the team 
that finishes fourth from bottom 
plays off against the third, fourth 
and fifth-placed teams in the 
Second Division. 

Football league spokesman 
Andy Williamson said the main 
motive for introducing the play- 
offs was to maintain the interest 
of a greater number of dubs and 
their supporters in the last few 
weeks of the campaign. 

“In the closing stages of the 
season, the division polarises and 


a great many chibs are playing 
matches which have very little 
bearing on the promotion and 
relegation issues," Williamson 
told the Assodated Press. 

“The playoffs may seem com- 
plicated, but they mean that more 
clubs will have something to play 
for.” 

The Swiss plan to cut its First 
Division from the present 16 
teams to 12 sets up the possibility 
of six Divisioa-One teams being 
relegated in one of Europe's most 
complicated soccer structures. 

The bottom two clubs auto- 
matically will drop to Division 
Two, while the four dubs im- 
mediately above will fight over 
two Division-One places with 
four teams from the lower flight. 

The Swiss Championship will 
be staged in two parts, along the 
neighbouring Austria. 


Aqaba 

Accommodation halt board 

Round Trip Air Ticket Am man/ Aqaba/ Amman 

Transfers from and to Aqaba Airport 
3 Days and 2 Nights JD 36.000 Per Person 

( With possibility of extension ) 


ABAHA 


m 


For i m iTStlom «nd Informs non p hiw call: 

ABAHA TOUR’S 1 TRAVEL Holiday Irm HoM. Amnun 
T«fc M 3100 EiL 3103 

Royal service at realistic rates 



Universal Administrative Services and General 
Contracting Co. Ltd. 

Are you looking for a suitable furnished or unfurnished 
lodging in any area of Amman? 

We can secure whatever you need and at very reason- 
able prices. 

Just pay us a visit or contact us 
Amman Development Corporation - the 
Shabsough Trading Center, 4th floor 
Tel: 646826 


Maree wins mile with 
sub-four-minute race 


FAIRFAX, Virginia (R) — 
South African-born Sydney 
Maree ran his first sub-four- 
minute mile of the season Sunday 
afternoon, winning the feature 
event at the Fairfax Invitational 
Indoor Athletics Meeting in three 
min u Cues, 58.11 seconds. 

The time wasn't as fast as some 
of Maree's other miles — be ran 
3:52.40 in 1985 — but the plea- 
sure was almost the same. Many 
of the runners in the field had 
beaten Maree, an American 
dtizen since 1984, Friday night in 
another Grand Prix meeting in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

So Maree went out hard and 
assumed command from paceset- 
ter Charlie Freda with about 
1,000 metres to go and never 
relinquished the lead despite 
numerous challenges. He even- 
tually won by about a metre over 
Kenya's Kip Cheraiyot, who was 
timed in 3:58.24. 

Canadian Dave Campbell 
finished third in 3:58.46 and New 


Zealand's John Walker took 
fourth in 3:58.57 in the closely 
contested race. 

A world indoor best was set in 
another mile event — the infre- 
quently contested women’s one- 
mile walk. Canadian Ann Peel set 
a torrid pace and wound up with 
the fastest time ever in the event 
at 6:35.47. 


The previous best for the 
event, for which there is do rec- 
ognised world record, was 
6:43.59 by Italy's Giuliana Sake. 


The American record also fell 
in the event. Maryanne Torelias, 
who Saturday night had set a 
world indoor best of 6:01.16 in 
beating Peel in the 1,500-metre 
walk at East Rutherford, N.J., 
lowered the U.S. standard' to 
6:40.52 for the mfle walk as she 
finished second. 

The previous American record 
was 6:50.0 by Teresa Vaill earlier 
this month. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A first-floor apartment furnished with modem-style furni- 
ture and consisting of two bedrooms, lounge and dining 
room with central heating and independent telephone. 
The apartment is sited in a most beautiful location in 
Shmeisani. 


Call: 664838 
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Garrison beats Hanika / 

for California victory * ; 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Zina eventually the match. -! 

Garrison of the United States Hanika protested the call, and 
won the $150,000 California .. played with little spirit, for the 
women's tennis tournament with remainder of the match, 
a 7-5, 4-6, 6-3, victory over Sylvia “I - don’t think Zina won be- 

Hamka of West Germany. cause she was quicker,'’ the 27- 
The two-hour, six-minute year old Hanika said. “I was just 
match was dearly marked by: unlucky at important points. - 
Garrison’s court speed and by When she broke me at 4-3 in the - 
Hanika’s powerful serve and dfe- third, that ball was in.” 
termination. Garrison, 23, said her drop- 

Garrison, seeded third, used shot and lob approach had helped. * 
her top-spin lob effectively in the lure her opponent to net so she 
first set, winning it on a tingle could be passed, 
break in the 12th game. “I knew bow to use the lob,” / 

But the unseeded West Ger-. said Garrison, who collected f*. 
man^ ranked fifth in the world in- $33,300 for her victory. “Fve . ^ 

1983 bnt 43rd now, came back to watched some of the top players 
win the second set from the ninth- use it beautifully.” 
ranked American on a forehand “I think I am stronger now,” - / 

volley. said Hanika, who won $14,500. 

Jfo the third set each, player was “I'm in better shape and enjoying 
broken. A backhand by Hanika, it more, and of course it’s more 1 

which fell long, gave Garrison fun when things go weD like this 
another break for a 5-3 lead and week.” 


Stage set for 39th world 
table tennis tournament 


NEW DELHI (AP) — The 39th 
World Table Tennis Cham- 
pionships open Wednesday with 
62 nations participating despite 
some stumbles over political con- 
troversy. 

The prestigious meet will be 
inaugurated by President 7-ail 
Singh a* the Indira Gandhi Sta- 
dium, returning to India for the 
first time since Calcutta played 
host in 1975. 

China, the current titles bolder 
and a world table tennis giant, is 
again the tournament favourite. 
A 21-player contingent has come 
with more than 30 officials. 

China has kept the men’s 
Swaythling Cup since 1981, easily 
handling possible challenge from 
Sweden and Hungary. China bag- 
ged six of the seven titles in 1983 
and repeated the performance in 
1985. 

The Swaythling Cup was given 
in 1926 by Lady Swaythling, 
mother of Ivor Montagu, the 
founding president of the Inter- 
national Table Tennis Federa- 
tion. 

Other teams to watch for in the 
current competition are North 
Korea, South Korea, Sweden and 
Japan. 

South Korea toppled China in 
the men's section during the 
Seoul Asian Games last year. 


Yonam Kyn, the 18-yeax-oId 
wonderboy, will be the focal 
point of South Korea's challenge. 

As in Calcutta in 1975, the 
participation of Israel, with 
whom India has no diplomatic 
relations, has cast a small shadow 
.over the contest. 

India made clear months ago 
that Israeli players would not be 
granted entry visas, and Swedish 
Minister of Sports Ulf Lonnqvist 
announced he would boycott the 
games because of India’s stand. 

But the Swedish team — 
among the leading contenders — 
will participate as scheduled. 

Roy Evans, president of the 
International Table Tennis Fed- 
eration. said he was helpless in 
fee matter. The Indian govern- 
ment had made its stand dear 
when the bidding for the current 
championship was made. 

The Philippines, Romania, and 
Trinidad ana Tobago also have - 
announced they will not come to 
New Delhi for the championship, 
but this appears related to a lack 
of finances or contenders rather 
than politics. 

There will be 62 men's teams 
and 54 women’s squads in the j 
tournament. The men's team I 
championships will be best of / 
nine singles and women’s will be • 
best of five matches. : 


Rotten fruit rairis down, 
as Pakistan, India draw 


CALCUTTA (R) — Rotten fruit 
was thrown on the pitch from a' 
crowd of 70,000 as Pakistan failed, 
to take up the challenge on the 
last day of fee second cricket test 
wife fodia Monday. 

Set 356 to win on a pladd 
wicket, Pakistan, resuming at 16 
for one, batted all day for only 
163 runs, the final session yield- 
ing just 49. It closedon 179 for 
five wife former captain Javed 
Miandad unbeaten on 63. 

At lunch India had glimpsed 
victory with Pakistan 73 for three 
after tnan-of-the-matcb Roger 
Binny removed opener Rameez 
Raja for 29 and Ravi Shastri got 
Rizwan-Uz-Zaman for eight. 

But Miandad, who came in 
well before lunch, held Pakistan 


together, putting on 43 with 
nightwatchman Salim Yousuf, 
who made 43, for fee fourth 
wicket, and 54 for the fifth wicket 
with Salim Malik, who scored 20. 

The .visitors' defensive 
approach brought barrages of rot- 
ten oranges from the huge 
crowd who hung out banners 
referring derisively to a pre-series' 
pledge of positive cricket by 
Pakistan captain Imran Khan. 


Ironically, it was Imran on five 
not out who helped ensure fee 
draw. 


Wife the first two tests ending 
in tame deadlock, fee teams be- 
gin the third game of the five- 
match series in Jaipur on Friday. 


Barcelona stretches lead 
of Spanish 1st Division 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Barce- 
lona defeated Murcia 2-0 and its 
lead at the head of the standings 
in the Spanish Major League 
Soccer Championship was at four 
points more than second-placed 
Real Madrid, which lost 0-1 to 
Mallorca m the 27th round. 

A crowd of 75,000 watched the 
match at Barcelona's 1 Stadium 
where fee local team, with two 
goals scored in a period of ten 
minutes, achieved victory. 

Murcia fought wife courage 
and launched sporadic counter- 
attacks dangerously. 

The goals were scored in the 
second half by midfielder Rober- 
to Fernandez in the 61st minute, 
and English striker Gary Lineker 
in fee 71st. 


Lineker, top scorer in the 1986 
World Cup in Mexico, was now 
second top scorer in fee Spanish 
League wife 14 goals scored so 
far, behind Real Madrid’s Mex- 
ican striker Hugo Sandjgz, who 


hasr scored 22. , | 

Real Madrid, reigning league 
champion*, played a poor match 
before 35,000 fans filling Mallor- 
ca’s Lois Sitjar Stadium. 

} The home team played a su-- 
perb match and fee w inning goal 
was scored by striker Enrique 
Magdaleno in fee 16th.- Mag- 
daleno has scored 13 goals so far 
. this season. 

After Sunday’s round, Barcelo- 
na^ leading fee standings with 41 
points, four more points than 
Real Madrid. 

I Espanol of Barcelona kepi 
third place in the standings, wife 
34 points, after w inning away 
from home 3-1 over Santander. 

Espanol dominated in every de- 
partment and its 1 goals were by 
Angel “Pichi” Alson in fee 36th 
and Ernesto Valverde in the 58th 
and 88th. 

Santander’s only goal was pot 
in by Valentin “tino” San Sebas- 
tian from a penalty kick in the 
61st, 



^Cinema 


V 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


PRETTY IN 
PINK 


Pcrii 10 W 



Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


RAINBOW 


BREWSTERS 


MILLIONS 


FerfanuBaa 3:15. 6 JO. fi: 30. 10J0 



f Cinema Tel: 6755731 

1 OPERA 1 

DOWN AND 
OUT IN 
BEVERLY 
HILLS 

^Hrrlumiiai M0. 6:13.030. 10*J0. 



^Cinema 




LEGAL 

EAGLES 





Oraara „ Tel: 622198\ 

gACHAPAN 


hitcher 


Lfafanmwcci aiS.3dQ.5i00.fr.43 


J 


:* 


* 




■Ml 


rui* 




Si* 


'2y 

■ 4 .. 


Cl- 


- r C * 

ft 


r- ’ 

?i 




'‘■5 

:tg 


.■v 


■ et 

I* 

£ ;s 

> 



— r . « u . 













Economy 


I JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1987 7 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following were the baying and selling rates 
for leading world currencies and gold agamst tbs dollar at. 
midday on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets on 
Monday. 


One 
One US. 


One ounce of gold 


1-5275/85 

1.3385/95 

1.8125/35 

2.0465/75 

1.5328/38 

37.55/60 

6.0370/0430 

1291/1292 

153.25/35 

6.4750/4800 

6.9650/9700 

6.8450/8500 

397.10/397.60 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire - 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars . 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Equity prices stood at record levels in late, 
trading following Friday’s higher dose on the U.S. market and 
optimism, fuelled by weekend press comment, that the forth- 
coming U.K. budget will reduce and reform taxation and boost 
consumer spending, dealers said. 

There is also speculation that die chancellor of the exchequer 
could pave the way for lower interest rates by reducing the 
public sector borrowing requirement target. 

Leading stocks show ed gains across the board and at 1530 
GMT Monday the FTSE 100 share index was 27.4 at a record 

high of 1,925.5 compared with its previous record of 1,925.2 on 
Feb. 9. 

Shares showed little or no reaction to news that U.K. retail 
sales fell 2.6 per cent in January or that industrial output fell 0.6 
per cent in December. The London market was also unaffected 
by the latest U.S. insider trading disclosures despite vague 
rumours here that some British market operators could be 
involved. 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, FEB. 17 , 1 SS 7 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today you find it dif- 
ficult to reach a satisfactory accord with those you want 
to be allied with. Be exact and look for better 
opportunities. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Don’t involve yourself 
in an argument between a partner and a bigwig and all 
works out well. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Get important work 
done. Choose those interests you are best fitted for and 
enjoy them. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Don't plan amusements 
that are too expensive. Be more thoughtful of your mate, 
also. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You may get 
confused if a quarrel starts between a family tie and an 
outsider, but this soon ends. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Don’t take time away from 
your work to run an errand. Have a pep talk with co- 
worksrs and improve efficiency. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 16 Sept. 22) Be careful in dealing with 
your mate and avoid a possible argument. Confer with 
experts who can help yon. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Tensions may rise, so get 
away from home early and do whatever pleases you. Try 
making new friends. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Some outside affair can 
deter you from carrying though with a plan to extend 
your activities. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A strange finan- 
cial affair can interfere with a plan you've made. Be with 
good friends tonight for ftm- 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You are uncertain 
what to do about an outside affair, but tonight yon see 
bow to make things work. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) An intimate worry 
can deter you from going after the goals that mean the 
most to you. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Make sure you keep a 
promise you have made to a friend. Later you can have 
a good time with your mate. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ...he or she will 
sway between the idealistic and the practical, so teach 
your progeny to schedule his, or her, time wisely so that 
things can be properly handled. Upon reaching maturi- 
ty your child will be very charming in dealing with 
others. Sports are fine here. 


THE Daily Crossword by Dima CL BakMn 


ACROSS 

1 W lMwatha 
captain a t a n d n 

S Saharan 
9 Dull pound 
13 Eya part 
is Bom or vote 
15 DaU daBght 
IB Army VIP 

19 Trout baft 

20 Fortifias 

21 Sauntar 

22 Insult 

23 Rotocote 
25 Basabaffa 

Ford 

28 — avis 

29 HaaHh wort 

32 Super 

33 Abraham’s wHe 

34 — de deux 

35 Lucky places 
38 Byron’s always 
40 Archie's 

“djnabat” 

*1 “BoniFroa* 
star 

42 Whiskey 

43 Snaraa 

44 OacSnad 

48 Gnm stroke 

47 Tumble 

48 Gael group 

51 Wmbus 

52 Depot abbr. 

6S Extravaganza 
59 Elusive 

to Invest with 
egtfx 
61 Madge 
52 Braces 

63 Actress 
Emerson 

64 Steadfast 

DOWN 

Iflhmtsr 

2 M al evolen t 

3 Tax 

4 Famous West 

5 Lasting 
Imp rint 

6 Lapses 

7 Jop fci tone 

8 M e rino mama 
8 Compo sition 

10 Mace or mbit 



eiM7 TrOwa Meet 

MROttMnM 


dan range 
rtton 
slider 
iction 
to. native 

mgfotewer 
— King 
Dim) 
token 
Nonunion 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Salved: 


iptrap 

Mtuate 

Dectfons 
oit time 


nnnn nmcinn racinn 
nnnn nnnnni njnnn 
nnnn nnraran nnnn 
□Finmnnn nnnnnnn 
nun nnnnran 
nnnnra nraa nrararnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnra 
nnnn nranrani nnnn 
rannnmra nnnn nnn 
nrannn nnn nnnran 
nnnnno nnn m 
nnnnrann rannnnran 
nnnn nnnran nnnra 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
rannra nnrana nnnn 


president 

*r or Paul 
1 or bean 
sect copy 


nrfer* 

* number 


48 Proofreader's 52 Cicatrix 

word 53 BaHat wear 

48 5Uior 54 Tamils name 

ratal 56 Ump’aldn 

$0 AGofhrie 57 Pig — poke 

51 Raggedy doll 58 Poppycock 


OAPEC-South Asia talks open in Delhi 


NEW DELHI (OPECNA) — 
The first ever Indo-OAPEC 
seminar , aimed at South-South 
cooperation, got under way here 
on Monday amid a great deal of 
enthusiasm and expectation. 

Hie enthusiasm is born out of 
the fact that for many of the Arab 
delegates, this is their first en- 
counter with India. To diem, this 
South Asian region with a 
population of about a billion peo- 
ple' is potentially a very attractive 
market 

For the South Asian nations 
from Pakistan to Bangladesh and 
.Nepal to Sri Lanka, opportunities 
to work on the facilities that have 
come up in the Arab World for 
exports and supply of essentials 
are commercially exciting. 

The seminar, jointly sponsored 
by die Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC) and the Indian 
Ministry of Petroleum, will last 


for two and half days. About 100 
high-powered delegates are here 
in the Indian capital to take part 
in the discussions. For OAPEC, 
this is foe first time that it is 
organising a seminar of this type 
in a developing region. 

The main aim, according to an 
Indian official who has been in- 
strumental in setting up foe semi- 
nar for the host side, is to “make 
Arab friends aware of Indian 
capabilities and achievements, so 
that they wiU feel confident 
enough to do business with India 
'and other countries of the re- 
gion.” 

On the Indian side, nine pet- 
roleum and petrochemical orga- 
nisations have joined hands to set 
np the Petroleum India Interna- 
tional Consortium with the objec- 
tive of making available highly 
skilled human resources and ex- 
pertise for foe developing na- 
tions. Last month, an agreement 


was signed with Vietnam to ex- 
plore for hydrocarbons. 

India; Pakistan, Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh have not yet de- 
faulted on any repayment or ser- 
vicing of their external debts. The 
region is considered a “safe bet” 
by most Western commercial 
banks. 

The Indian government also 
expects that Arab funds will be 
forthcoming to India under foe 
new economic policy of Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, who has 
invited foreign investment, prom- 
ising an open door policy. 

“If India has to progress,” Mr. 
Gandhi said recently, “it must 
keep the door open.” He added 
that foe Indian government 
would keep encouraging the flow 
of capital and technology to mod- 
ernise local industries, but would 
hie to move away from buying 
technology to developing it 
locally. 


Austria to back 
poorest nations 
in Third World 

VIENNA (OPECNA) — The 
Austrian government is in- 
terested in helping foe poorest 
among developing countries and 
w31 support “democratic institu- 
tions 1 ’ in foe Third World, accor- 
digng to Foreign Minister Alois 
Mock. 

The raini-stftT said that he had 
given instructions for a precise 
examination of foe country’s de- 
velopment aid policy to deter- 
mine whether a shift in em phasis 
was required. 

The parliamentary leader of 
the Austrian Socialist Party, Mr. 
Heinz Fisher, called on foe gov- 
ernment not to neglect the Third 
World. 

Moreover, the Austrian De- 
velopment Service has called for 
efforts “to get the country away 
from the tail end” of develop- 
ment aid amnng OECD coun- 
tries. 

The organisation, which is 
backed by the Austrian Catholic 
church, called on the foreign 
minis ter not to forget that foe 
country had a commitment to 
donate 0.70 per cent of its GNP 
to development aid by 1990. 

As an ‘immediate measure,” it 
proposed the earmarking of $38 
milli on from the state budget 
each year for bilateral develop- 
ment aid. 


New rules take effect on 
British takeover battles 


LONDON (R) — New rules 
drawn up after last year’s scandal 
over a takeover involving the 
brewing firm of Guinness took 
effect in foe London stock market 
on Monday aimed at cleaning up 
corporate takeover battles and 
exposing share manipulations. 

The rules drawn up by the 
takeover panel, a self-regulatory 
body of market practitioners, re- 
quire all those who own more 
man one per cent of companies 
involved in takeovers to identify 
themselves and disclose their 
dealings on a daily basis. 

“There wiU be much greater 
exposure of who’s doing what. 
The aim is to shed s unli ght on 
bids and avoid recurrences of 
thing s Inca the Guinness scan- 
dal,” said Peter Fraser, a senior 
takeover panel executive. 

The previous threshold for dis- 
closure was five per cent. The 
new roles should prevent bid par- 
ties from hiding behind nominee 
names and prevent secret 
attempts to manipulate share 
prices, Fraser told Reuters. 

The Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) is investigating 
last year’s record £2.7 billion 
($4.1 billion) takeover by Guin- 
ness of a whisky manufacturer. 
Distillers. 

Guinness has said it may have 
broken the law by bolstering foe 


value of its shares to increase foe 
value of its offer. Last month, the 
company fired its chairman. 

Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s Conservative govern- 
ment has come under increasing 
pressure to replace the takeover 
panel with a new body with statu- 
tory powers to regulate 
takeovers. 

TTie opposition Labour Party 
argues that takeovers, which last 
year were worth a record £16.5 
billion ($25 billion) compared to 
£6.4 billion ($9.7 billion) in 1985, 
have damaged many productive 
and innovative industries. 

The new rules will immediately 
affect some 30 takeovers and 
mergers which have yet to be 
decided, Fraser said. 

Among foe bids which may be 
affected are a £268 millio n (410 
million) offer by food group 
Rank Hovis McDougaQ for Ava- 
□a group and a £90 million ($138 
million) bid by Demerger Two 
for London and Northern group. 

The stock exchange is itself 
stepping up monitoring of com- 
panies involved in takeovers. Its 
spokeswoman Anne Coleman 
said foe exchange would scruti- 
nise foe shares of .both bidder and 
offeree throughout bids instead 
of only looking at them in foe 
event of unusual share move- 
ments. 


Tyre-to-energy plant set up In U.S. 


WESTLEY, California (AP) — 
The country has billions of unus- 
able tyres and an energy company 
says it has the answer: burn them. 

A $41 -million plant is being 
built 145 kilometres south of San 
Francisco to consume more Than 
500 whole tyres a minute, creating 
steam for a turbine to generate 
electricity for 14,000 homes a 
year. It will be foe first such plant 
in the nation. 

“The technology is unique in 
North America,” said Arch Ford, 
senior vice president of Oxford 
Energy Company. 

Oxford obtained its system 
through an exclusive arrange- 
ment with Gummi-Mayer, West 
Germany’s largest tyre retreader, 
which has run a tyre-burning 
facility since 1973. 


State, connty and local. officials 
have granted approval for foe 
plant But environmentalists fear 
its emissions, including carbon 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide and hyd- 
rocarbons. 

“We are opposed not because 
we know it’s going to be bad, but 
because we don’t know it’s not 
going to be bad,” said Gordon E. 
Hart executive director of Ecolo- 
gy Action. The group sued unsuc- 
cessfully to stop construction on 
die Westley plant, winch is to 
open near this fanning commun- 
ity of 700 in the summer. 

The nation has two billion un- 
retreadable tyres lying around, 
with 240 million more being dis- 
carded every year, or roughly one 
per person, according to the De- 


partment, of Energy. 

Millions of tyres are discarded 
along roads or stored at illegal 
damps every year. 

Other tyre disposal practices 
include building ocean reefs, us- 
ing shredded rubber chips as 
asphalt additive for softer ro^ds, 
adding them to farm waste bur- 
ners as supplemental fuel, and 
shipping them overseas for burn- 
ing or recapping. Some dealers 
resell tyres below U.S. retreading 
standards to Third World coun- 
tries, according to Oxford offi- 
cials. 

As fuel, tyres hardly can be 
rivalled. Ford said. Each contains 
foe equivalent of 2.5 gallons (9.5 
litres) of oil, enough to beat a 
bouse for a day. , 


U.S. dollar goes down 
in Europe after Baker 
comments on ‘free fall’ 


LONDON (R) — Comments by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary James Baker have on American Televi- 
sion sent the dollar as low as 1.8(190 West German 
marks in early European trading, but it recovered 
in mid-morning to around 1.8130, dealers said. 


The dollar' had closed in Lon- 
don on Friday at 1.8285 marks 
and in New York at 1.8170. Ear- 
lier on Monday in Tokyo it 
finished at 1.8222 marks and 

153.77 yen, slightly down on Fri- 
day's levels. 

Gold, traditionally a haven for 
some investors when the dollar is 
in trouble, was set Monday morn- 
ing in London at $397.20 an 
ounce, virtually unchanged from 
foe Friday afternoon fixing of 
$397.35. 

Mr. Baker, speaking in a inter- 
view, said Monday that except for 
a few periods several weeks ago 
foe dollar’s recent decline had 
been orderly and moderate. 

Bnt he conceded that, if foe 
U.S. currency were to fall too fast 
and too far, it could reignite 
domestic inflation. 

Asked if foe dollar was in a free 
fell, Mr. Baker said no, adding: 
“Suffice to say what has hap- 
pened thus far to the United 
States dollar does not constitute a 
free fail.” 

U.S. markets were closed 
Monday because of a bank holi- 
day marking Geroge Washing- 
ton’s birthday. 

The dollar has plunged from 
around 2.02 marks since mid- 
December. dipping to just below 

1.77 marks in morning trading on 
January 28 — its lowest since the 
U.S. hostage crisis in Iran in 
January 1980 when it went to 


1.7062. 

. London dealers said Monday 
that, although Mr. Baker had 
simil ar comments last 
week, the market had been look- 
ing for an excuse to drive the 
dollar down after it failed to bead 
upwards in foe past week. 

They added that the market 
was somewhat hesitant ahead of a 
major speech by U.S. Federal 
Reserve Board Chairman Paul 
Volcker on Thursday when foe 
central bank chief is due to give 
an semi-annual review of the 
U.S. economy and money supply* 

The said some operators in the 
market were keen to test lower 
support levels for the dollar, in an 
attemtpt to push it down to its 
record 1980 lows. But most deal- 
ers forecast the dollar would ex- 
perience a smaller drop than that 
this week. 

Persistent rumours that foe 
powerful group of five finance 
minis ters from the U.S., West 
Germany, Japan, France and Bri- 
tain would meet to discuss the 
turmoil in the currency markets 
had recently given some support 
to foe dollar. But dealers in Lon- 
don felt this was not as important 
a factor as it had been in trading 
last week. 

Foreign exchange dealers in 
Europe said Mr. Baker’s remarks 
on Monday were read as recon- 
firming a belief that foe United 
States wants foe dollar to keep 


Egypt 
lowers 
oil prices 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has 
announced lower export prices 
for various blends of its crude oil 
between 35 cents and 60 cents per 
barrel in line with the world 
market situation and current 
OPEC prices. 

The announcement on Sunday 
by state-owned Egyptian General 
Petroleum Corporation (EGPC) 
did not elaborate, but ofl analysts 
said the price plunge, the first 
since last November, reflected 
less demand in the oil market 
with wanner weather in Europe. 

The reduction, effective Mon- 
day until the end of foe month, 
brought foe price of Egypt’s 
prime blend Suez and Ras Bahar 
to $17.25 per barrel, down by 35 
cents per barrel. 

Egypt, which depends on oil 
for most of its hard currency 
earnings, is not a member of 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries, but has stated 
its support for foe group’s efforts 
to cut production and raise 
prices. 
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sliding, to make its exports more 
competitive and thus help narrow 
its huge trade deficit. 

In the wide-ranging interview 
the treasury chief also made it 
dear that there was do dispute 
between him and Mr. Volcker on 
how far the dollar should decli ne . 
Speculation that this was the case 
has also been unsettling currency 
markets. 

“I think foe dollar has been 
stable in foe sense that whatever 
decline has occurred has taken 
place in an orderly and moderate 
way save for a couple of periods 
of instability several weeks ago,” 
be said. 

Speaking on CBS television’s 
“Nightwatch,” Mr. Baker said 
that “if you get a dollar that 
declines too far, too fast yon 
could get a resurgence of infla- 
tion,” but added that neither he 
nor Mr. Volcker thought that foe 
situation had arrived where this 
was happening. 

4C I don’t think either of us feels 
we are there now,” he said. 

Mr. Baker defended the 
[ Rea gan administration's record 
in foe area of trade and in dealing 
with foe budget deficit, adding 
that the dollar's decline should 
have some impact on foe trade 
deficit, which hit about $170 bil- 
lion last year. 

A weak dollar makes U.S. 
goods more attractive overseas 
while making foreign products 
more expensive in the U.S. 
market. 

Mr. Baker said he believed die 
U.S. deficit would be reduced by 
$20 billio n fhis year because of 
the currency value realignment. 


Fresh strikes bring 
Greece to standstill 


ATHENS (R) — A second 
nationwide strike within five days 
brought Greece a standstill again 
on Monday as more than two 
milli on workers protested against 
a wage freeze imposed by foe 
Socialist government of Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou. 

Following up a strike involving 
a milli on workers last Thursday, 
foe new stoppa g es grounded all 
flights of foe national airline 
Olympic Airways and dosed 
down factories, offices and shops 
across foe nation. 

The strikes were against an 
austerity programme introduced 
by Mr. Papandreou’s government 
16 months ago aimed at cutting 
inflation and reducing huge fore- 
ign debts. 

Workers staged protest rallies 
in Athens and other cities and 
towns demanding that foe gov- 
ernment scrap the programme 
and award immediate wage in- 
creases. 

Thousands of demonstrators in 
a central Athens square carried 
slogans saying “You Drink Oar 
Blood,” “No to Austerity” and 


“More Wages." 

Economists say the average 
workers' living standards axe set 
to fall by six per cent reduction 
last year. 

The state employees union 
Adedy said it wuld continue its 
strike Tuesday. Taxi drivers are 
also on a 48-hour strike and 
petrol stations dosed for ' three 
days from Monday. 

Bank derks are already on a 
five-day strike* 

The independent newspaper 
Eleftherotypia said strikes winch 
began last month could cost the 
nation up to $2 billion. 

Mr. Papandreou' who came to 
power in 1981 and won a second 
term in office in 1985, says th? 
austerity programme must run its 
course. It is due to be completed 
by foe end of this year but some 
officials have hinted it may need 
to be continued next year. 

Opposition leader Constantine 
Mitsotakis said Mr. Papandreou, 
who does not have to call fresh 
general elections : until 1969, 
would be forced to go to die polls 
by the end of this year. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


I WISH HE’D USE SOFTER 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i 9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Loo 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to eacti square, to form 

four ortflnajy words. 


T1BOR 


l:dc 

□ 

□ 


□ 

VEDIP 



u 

□ 

□ 



RAYWEL 


□znz 

AS 



VELCOR 


TTTi 

^ 


what the Amazed* 

SPECTATOR AT THE 
W6 SAME WERE. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


f TTT'ITY Y Y 1 

{Answers tomorow) 

.Yesterday's I Jumbles TRIPE FISHY SINFUL INVITE 

| Answer How they celebrated the New Year at that dd- 
time saloon— WITH TIST-fvrnES" 
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Colombo vows to pursue 
army offensive until 
rebels lay down arms 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Sri Lanka’s current 
military offensive will continue until separatist 
Tamil guerrillas end hostilities and begin peace 


talks, a senior minis ter 

National Security Minister 
Lalith Athulathumudaii told a 
meeting over the weekend that 
“if the terrorists lay down their 
arms and come to the negotiating 
table we will certainly stop aU 
armed operations against them.” 
The Li berati on Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), the largest rebel 
group fighting for an independent 
homeland, has refused to enter 
into direct talks with the govern- 
ment and rejected its proposal for 
the creation of provincial councils 
as a means of ending alleged 
discrimination against Tamils. 

At least 57 people were killed 
over the weekend as security 
forces consolidated and streng- 
thened their positions in their 
offensive in the northern and 
eastern pr ovince s. 

Sixteen LTTE rebels, including 
two local leaders and their explo- 
sives expert, were killed Sunday 
when explosives they were fitting 
to a water tanker and tractor blew 
up in a garage in the northern 
town of Kaithady, according to 


has said. 

a government spokesman. 

The spokesman said an un- 
known number of civilians were 
also killed in the blast. The rebels 
bad planned to attack the nearby 
Navatkuli army camp with the 
explosives-laden tanker, he said. 

The government's media cen- 
tre said the 30 Tamil guerrillas 
were killed Sunday night when 
special task force commandos 
captured a rebel headquarters in 
the village of Kirimadukadu near 
Batticaloa, in eastern Sri Lanka. 

A spokesman said the hideout 
belonged to the rebel group Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam. 
Sources reached by phone in Bat- 
ticaloa told AP they were una- 
ware of a government raid at 
Kirimadukadu, about 19 
kilometres to the south. 

The government denied a re- 
port in Monday 'siudependent Sun 
newspaper that said the present 
military offensive, now in its 
tenth day. had been halted to give 
troops time to rest. 

The paper also said the offen- 


sive had been suspended because 
some ministers believed this 
would help create a more positive 
climate for the resumption of 
Indian-sponsored peace talks. 

Spokesman Tilak Ratnakara 
told Reuters the story was 'false 
and unfounded” and no instruc- 
tions had gone out to stop the 
operation, which he said was 
“continuing successfully.” 

Authoritative sources said an 
exchange of messages between 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi and Sri Lankan President 
Junius Jayewardene last week in- 
cluded a request by Mr. Gandhi 
that the Sri Lankan government 
halt foe offensive and lift a seven- 
week old fuel embargo on foe 
J affna peninsula. 

Mr. Jayewardene replied by 
saying foe government appreci- 
a ted In dia's peace efforts, but foe 
LTTE would have to end hostili- 
ties and start negotiating if the 
military offensive was to stop, 
they said. 

An influential Indian journal- 
ist, Narasimhan Ram, associate 
editor of foe Madras-based Hin- 
du newspaper, also began his own 
mediation efforts to bring foe 
government and separatists to foe 
negotiating table. 


Chinese students say they 
have not given up protests 


PEKING (R) — The democracy 
movement on China's campuses 
hasrbeen silenced only temporari- 
ly, according to former protesters 
among foe country's two million 
college students starting a new 
term on Monday. 

Undergraduates who took to 
foe streets of the capita! in De- 
cember and early January admit 
they are now lying low while an 
official drive to counter the influ- 
ence of Western political ideas 
dominates the national media. 

“But that doesn't mean we 
have given up,” insisted a Peking 
University law student, who said 
he helped organise protest mar- 
ches in the capital calling for 
freedom, democracy and human 
rights. 

“The only thing that has 
changed is our tactics,” he added. 
"I don't think there will be any 
demonstrations for a while, but 
we will be quietly discussing the 
same slogans.” 

The Chinese authorities' 
clampdown on the wave of stu- 
dent unrest began in January, 
coinciding with undergraduate 


NEW YORK (AP) — A candle- 
light vigil opposite the United 
Nations, picketing outside televi- 
sion stations and demonstrations 
by students at Yale University 
marked Sunday night's first in- 
stallment of a miniseries about a 
Soviet takeover of the United 
States. 

“Amerika,” a 141-t-hour ABC- 
TV serifs that depicts the Soviets" 
bloodless takeover of the United 
States, has been criticised as 
potentially damaging to U.S.- 
Soviet relations and peace 
efforts. 

“We’re very concerned about 
foe negative impact it could have 
on U.S.-Soviet relations and pub- 
lic support for foe United Na- 
tions," said Kathy Waters, pro- 
ject coordinator for Mobilisation 


examinations and the start of 
Chinese new year holidays, when 
most students returned home to 
their families. 

“The students haven't had foe 
opportunity to discuss what to do 
next.” the law student said. “The 
discussions will start now. 1 ' 

The People's Daily on Sunday 
urged students to “plunge them- 
selves into the socialist mod- 
ernisation drive,” study more 
Marxism and not be seduced by 
“decadent” Western ideas. 

Since foe student demonstra- 
tions the official media has repe- 
atedly condemned foe protesters 
for promoting the “bourgeois 
liberalisation" of China. 

Former party head Hu 
Yaobang, foe party’s propaganda 
chief and a number of prominent 
liberal-minded academics and 
writers have either been de- 
moted, transferred or. in some 
cases, expelled from foe organisa- 
tion. 

In addition, at least two stu- 
dents are known to have been 
arrested for alleged offences aris- 
ing from foe unrest. 


for Survival, a pro-disarmament 
group that organised the vigil. 

Across town, foe New York 
Spartacist League, which its lead- 
ers describe as a socialist labour 
organisation, led foe demonstra- 
tion outside ABC studios as the 
broadcast began. 

The marchers chanted “World 
war three brought to you by 
ABC,” and other slogans and 
carried signs. 

“Amerika’ has something in- 
suiting to say about every sector 
of the society," said Spartacist 
spokeswoman Marjorie Stam- 
berg. “It's anti-communist, anti- 
Soviet and anti- American.” 

ABC spokesman Tom Mackin 
said the network had no response 
to the protests. 


Congress 

panel 

assails 

Reagan 

over 

Reykj avik 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan was poorly 
prepared for the U.S.-Soviet 
summit in October that ended 
with '‘an astonishing degree of 
confusion” about potential nuc- 
lear arms control agreements, a 
congressional committee said 
Sunday. 

A report by foe House of Rep- 
resentatives Armed Services Com- 
mittee, which is controlled by 
opposition Democrats, was 
sharply critical of Mr. Reagan 
and bus administration. 

It cited confusion and disputes 
among U.S. officials about foe 
wide-ranging arms control prop- 
osals discussed during foe two- 
day meeting and almost accepted 
by Mr. Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Four months after the meeting, 
there is still an “Astonishing de- 
gree of confusion surrounding 
what actually happened” and 
what the two leaders discussed 
and nearly agreed to, the report 
said. 

"With foe value of hindsight, it 
is possible to suggest foar foe 
Reagan administration was ill- 
prepared for the negotiations it 
participated in , and consequent- 
ly, would have been ill-served 
had its product been accepted,” 
the panel said. 

The report was based on a 
series of hearings held by foe 
committee's defence policy 
panel, which listened to a variety 
of witnesses, including several 
U.S. participants in foe Iceland 1 
summit last Oct. 11-12. 

White House officials declined 
comment on foe report, saying 
they had not yet seen it. 

Les Aspin, a Democrat and foe 
chairman of foe panel, said: “The 
complete record, from the deci- 
sion to accept the Soviet invita- 
tion to the effort to put a favour- 
able ‘spin' on the outcome, shows 
the White House in confusion 
and disarray.” 

Sweeping U.S. proposals for 
deep reductions in nuclear arsen- 
als were never studied in advance 
by the Pentagon for their impact 
ou foe military balance, Mr. 
Aspin said. “This table-now, 
study-later approach is symp- 
tomatic of the whole problem.” 
The summit was proposed by 
the Soviets and accepted by Mr. 
Reagan in late September. The 
panel’s report noted that “foe 
announcement of a summit to 
take place in less than two weeks 
astonished most observers. 
Reagan’s longstanding and con- 
siderable opposition to unpre- 
pared summits was well known.” 
The report noted that the sum- 
mit came in the wake of the 
Soviet release of American jour- 
nalist Nicholas Daniloff, arrested 
for allegedly possessing classified 
material, and the U.S. release of 
Gennadi Zakharov, a U.N. em- 
ployee arrested for alleged 
espionage. 

“There is yet to be a convincing 
explanation of foe administra- 
tion’s claim that there was no 
trade of Daniloff for a Soviet spy, 
nor any linkage between foe sum- 
mit and the entire Daniloff 
affair,” the report said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES COHEN 
AND OMAH SHARIF 

l 1W6 Tnfrjn* «Mii Mmn. In* 

DEAR MR- GOREN 


Q. — More and more players seem 
to be using weak two-bids with 
two clubs as the only force in- 
stead of the old forcing two-bids. 
Would you discuss the merits 
and drawbacks of the system? — 
N.EL. Omaha. Neb. 

A.— Before we discuss the advan- 
tages, and disadvantages, of weak 
two-bids, let's quickly outline the 

convention for those who are not 

familiar with it Instead of using 
all opening two-bids to show pow- 
erful hands and length in the bid 
suit, bids of two spades, two he3ns 
and two diamonds are used to 
show specific hands below opening 
bid strength. 

Typically, the bid shows a good 
six-card suit and a hand of 6- 1 1 
points. All hands £ hat used 10 qual- 
ify for a strong two upening bid arc 
instead opened with two dubs, and 
you show your suit on the next 
round. 

The weak two-bid is a two-way 
weapon, both offensive and defen- 
sive in outlook. Since it describes a 
hand within fairly precise limits, it 
is easy for partner to judge the po- 
tential of the hand. And since you 
are forcing the opponents to act at 
a relatively high level, the bid has 
considerable preemptive value. 

Another reason why weak two- 
bids are gaining in popularity is 
frequency nf occurrence. Hands of 
26 or so points crop up rarely, 
whereas weak hands with a six- 


card suit are not at all 
uncommon. 

There are two drawbacks co 
using weak two-bids. One is that 
players cend to abuse the conven- 
tion and open hands that are not 
suitable for weak two- bids because 
of suit quality or strength. The 
other is that strong two-suiters are 
awkward co handle with an artifi- 
cial. strong two-club opening, so 
you have to open them with a one- 
bid in one of your suits and hope 
the auction doesn't die ou you. 

To give you an idea of how effec- 
tive weak two-bids can be, suppose 
partner opens two hearts, the next 
hand passes and you hold one of 
the following hands: 

1.4AQ4 3>K6 ?A 107653 4S2 
2. 4954 <TJ632 <?8 +KQ765 

With both hands yon should 
raise to four hearts. In the first 
case, you expect to make it. In the 
second, yon have no defense 
against an opposing game, so you 
increase the preempt to make it 
more difficult for the opponents to 
enter the auction. Imagine the pre- 
dicament of your left-hand oppo- 
nent who could be holding: 
4KJ10632 794 CKQ92 4A 

If he bids and catches you with 
the first hand, it might prove ex- 
pensive. If he doesn’t bid and you 
have the second hand, he is missing 
a game and possibly a slam. 


Screening of 4 Amerika’ 
series sparks protests 


San Jose Lambsdorff fined for tax evasion 

summit fails but cleared of corruption charges 


to agree on 
peace plan 

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (AP) — 
The presidents of four Central 
American nations failed to agree 
Sunday night on a new peace plan 
for the region. But they said they 
would invite Nicaragua’s chief 
executive to meet with them to 
discuss the proposal. 

President Oscar Arias of Costa 
Rica proposed the 10-point plan, 
which calls for “democratisation” 
and new election in Nicaragua, 
and asked foe leaders of Guate- 
mala, El Salvador and Honduras 
to sign it and present to Nicar- 
agua as an ultimatum. 

Instead, they rewrote its 
preamble and asked Mr. Arias to 
give it to Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega, and invite Mr. 
Ortega to meet with them in 
Esuipulas. Guatemala, wi thin 90 
days. 

Mr. Ortega, who has called foe 
Costa Rican initiative part of a 
U.S. plot to politically isolate 
Nicaragua, was excluded from 
the San Jose meeting. 

As originally written and given 
to reporters before the summit 
ended, Mr. Arias’ plan would 
have given Nicaraguan 15 days to 
accept foe peace initiative. 

But President Vinicio Cerezo 
of Guatemala let it be known 
before liis arrival that he would 
not sign any document that 
violated his policy of “active neut- 
rality." 

Mr. Arias' plan had been ex- 
pected to win support from Presi- 
dents Jose Azcona of Honduras 
and Jose Napoleon Duarte of El 
Salvador. 

The four leaders met privately 
Sunday night and there was no 
official explanation afterwards 
why the proposal was not 
accepted. 

Reuter adds from Miami: 
Adolfo Calero, one of three 
directors of the U.S. -backed 
Nicaraguan rebel alliance, was ex- 
pected to resign on Monday from 
foe troubled organisation under 
pressure from rival leaders 1 and 
Reagan administration officials, re- 
bel officials said. 

Mr. Calero, considered the 
most conservative member of the 
directorate of the United Nicara- 
guan Opposition (UNO), was to 
announce his departure at a news 
conference at foe group's Miami 
offices, according to rebel offi- 
cials. 

But Mr. Calero [dans to remain 
as head of the Honduras-based 
Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(FDN), foe largest of UNO’s 
rebel armies, foe officials said. 

A Calero supporter depicted 
thw move as a major concession 
to moderate elements of UNO 
represented by foe group’s other 
two directors, Arturo Cruz and 
Alfonso Robelo, both former 
'officials in Nicaragua's Sandinista 
government. 


BONN (Agencies) — Former 
West German Economics Minis- 
ter Otto Lambsdorff was con- 
victed by a court in Bonn Monday 
of evading on donations to 
political party funds but was 
cleared of more serious charges 
of corruption. 

Mr. Lambsdorff, 60, was fined 
180,000 marks ($100,000) on the 
tax evasion count. 

His predecessor as minister, 
Hans Friderichs, was fined 61,500 
marks ($34,000) for evading tax 
and foe former general manager 
of the Flick industrial company, 
Eberhard von Branchitsch, was 
given a two-year suspended jail 
sentence and a 550,000 mark 
($306,000) fine. 

All three were acquitted of 
corruption charges arising from 
allegations that Mr. Lambsdorff 
and Mr. Friderichs took bribes 
from Mr. Brauchitsch for their 
Free Democratic Party (FDP) in 
return for tax breaks for Flick. 

The three bad been on trial for 
17 months. They had pleaded 

Strike 

paralyses 

Bangladesh 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
ground to a halt on Monday as a 
national opposition strike de- 
signed to press for the resignation 
of President Hossain Mohammad 
Er&bad passed peacefully. 

Opposition Awami League 
leader Sheikh Hasina hailed the 
strike as an "unprecedented suc- 
cess” and police described foe 
stoppage as “total” with no re- 
ports of major violence. 

In foe capital Dhaka, a fire set 
by activists at an opposition party 
office was quickly extinguished 
and witnesses said police and 
opposition supporters threw 
stones and jeered at each other 
during foe six-hour dawn-to-noon 
strike. 

Witnesses said young protes- 
tors baited trains outside Dhaka 
bat no damage was caused. 

Airport officials said domestic 
flights operated “with whatever 
passengers were available” but 
international flights were post- 
poned on til afternoon. 

There was no traffic and 
schools, colleges and businesses 
were dosed, although some gov- 
ernment employees walked to 
their offices. 

In a bid to avoid clashes, the 
government halted state corpora- 
tion buses and other vehides. 
Authorities on Saturday asked 
police to protect people and 
property but warned them against 
taking action unless provoked. 

Sheikh Hasina and Begum 
Khaleda Zia. head of foe Bang- 
ladesh Nationalist Party, said foe 
strike was planned as a major 
anti-Ershad campaign and a new 
milestone in their efforts to res- 
tore “people’s democracy.” 


‘Star Wars’ weapons could be 
used against planes and cities 


CHICAGO (AP) — Scientists 
say lasers in the proposed “Star 
Wars” defence system could be 
used offensively to attack air- 
planes or set fires in cities. 

Such an offensive ability “may 
lead to an entirely new phase in 
an offensive arms race,” said 
Caroline Herzenberg, a physicist 
at foe Argonne National Labora- 
tory in Argonne, Illinois. 

Potential offensive use of “Star 
Wars” weapons has been discus- 
sed virtually since President 
Ronald Reagan's original speech 
on what officially is known as the 
strategic defence initiative (SDI). 
Mr. Reagan told foe United Na- 
tions in September that he had 
firm assurances the proposed sys- 
tem, designed to destroy incom- 
ing warheads, could never be 
used to cause mass destruction on 
earth. 

“I believe that he is sadly mis- 
informed,” Dr. Herzenberg said 
Sunday at foe annual meeting of 
foe American Association for foe 
Advancement of Science. 

She stressed she was giving her 


personal views, and said her com- 
ments also applied to space-based 
defensive systems that other na- 
tions might employ. 

“Star Wars" lasers are de- 
signed to destroy missiles at long 
distances by focussing on their 
thin skins as they rise from their 
silos. Since the lasers are de- 
signed to penetrate foe atmos- 
phere, they could also be aimed 
at other targets in foe air or on 
foe ground. Dr. Herzenberg said. 

Studies have concluded that a 
system with hundreds of orbiting 
lasers, or hundreds of orbiting 
mirrors to reflect beams from a 
laser on the ground, “could cause 
devastating fires and firestorms in 
cities,” she said. 

Dr. Herzenberg said she be- 
lieved that apart from offensive 
capability, foe existence of space- 
based weapons could encourage 
foe placing of nuclear weapons in 
space, alfoough that strategy is 
not proposed for foe “Star Wars” 
programme and it is banned by 
treaty. 


innocent to the charges of tax 
evasion and corruption. 

■ The trial was the most impor- 
tant to arise from the Flick scan- 
dal. In 1985, the Flick empire was 
sold to Deutsche Bank. 

The conviction may cloud Mr. 
LambsdorfFs plans for a political 
comeback, perhaps recovering 
the Economics Ministry be ran 
from 1977 to 1984. 

Mr. Lambsdorff was found guil- 
ty of evading or aiding the eva- 
sion of 1.5 million marks 
($850,000) in taxes on donations 
to foe FDP while he was foe 
party's treasurer in the state of 
north Rhine- Westphalia in foe 
1970s. 

The money was alleged to have 
been channelled to the party ille- 
gally through non-profit orga- 
nisations, whose status exempted 
them from tax. 

Mr. Brauchitsch, who res- 
igned as Flick general manager in 
1982. was found to have evaded 
taxes of almost 18 million marks 


($1 billion) for foe company on 
party donations and on the pro- 
ceeds of currency transactions. 

Mr. Friderichs was convicted of 
evading taxes of 1.6 million 
marks ($880,000) in political par- 
ty donations from the Dresdqer 
Bank, which he headed from the 
time of his resignation as minister 
in 1977 until 1985. 

The corruption charges arose 
from allegations that Mr. 
Brauchitsch paid Mr. Lambsdorff 
and Mr. Friderichs 510,000 marks 
($285,000) for the FDP in return 
for an Economics Ministry- 
approved tax waiver for Flick. 

The 450 million mark ($250 
million) waiver, on foe sale of 
Flick shares in carmaker Daimler 
Benz in 1976 and 1979, has since 
been rescinded. 

The Flick, company was West 
Germany's biggest family-run pri- 
vate industrial holding company, 
with interests ranging from steel, 
tanks and explosives to cars, che- 
micals and insurance. 


Philippines troops swear 
allegiance to new charter 


MANILA (R) — Top Philippine 
generals on Sunday led troops 
swearing loyalty to the country's 
new constitution in a move to 
rally the 250,000-man armed 
forces behind President Corazon 
Aquino's government. 

Defence Minister Rafael fleto. 
Chief of Staff General Fidel 
Ramos and about 1,000 soldiers 
raised their right hands before the 
Philippines flag at suburban 
Camp Aguinaldo and chanted: “I 
do solemnly swear to preserve 
and defend foe constitution.” 

Generals and ordinary soldiers 
alike stood to attention and read 
their oaths, reading from 
mimeographed sheets of paper. 
Each soldier was required to sign 
the pledge, which will be entered 
in his personal records. 

All soldiers and civilian em- 
ployees at military headquarters 
were required to attend the cere- 
mony, which coincided with a 
daily flag-raising ritual - 


Military spokesmen said simi- 
. lar oath-taking ceremonies were 
I held in camps across the country. 

The military's loyalty oaths fol- 
lowed foe ratification of a new 
constitution which took effect last 
Wednesday after a landslide vote 
in a February 2 plebiscite. 

Nearly half the nation’s milit- 
ary, unhappy about Mrs. 
Aquino's conciliatory attitude to- 
wards communist rebels who 
have waged an 18-year insurgen- 
cy, voted against foe charter. 

Mrs. Aqoino warned soldiers 
last week they would have to 
swear loyalty or resign in an 
apparent bid to impose civilian 
authority on an army that has 
been rocked by two mutinies and 
several coup plots since she took 
power a year ago. 

The latest revolt broke out on 
Jan. 27 when about 400 disgrun- 
tled soldiers tried to seize major 
military camps and television sta- 
tions in the capital. 


Lands of Marcos ‘cronies’ 


handed over to peasants 


MANILA (R) — A commission 
tracking down the wealth of de- 
posed President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos has handed over thousands of 
hectares of confiscated farmland 
for redistribution to poor 
peasants at cheap prices. 

At a formal ceremony on Mon- 
day, the Presidential Commission 
on Good Government signed 
over 19,500 heactares of farmland 
to the agrarian reform depart- 
ment. 

The land was recovered from 
associates of Marcos, who was 
deposed in a civilian-backed 
military revolt a year ago. 

The commission also agreed to 


hand over to the department any 
more land it recovers from Mar- 
cos or his associates. 

"This is in compliance with the 
resounding cry of foe Filipino 
people," said Commission Chair- 
man Javita Salonga. 

The department promised to 
allocate the holdings to landless 
peasants and farm labourers with- 
in four months of receiving them. 

Marcos, whom foe commission 
alleges stole $5 to $10 billion from 
the Philippines, alienated 
thousands of peasants by forcibly 
aquiring their lands, often under 
foe names of his “cronies," for 
minimal compensation. 


Reagan is against ratifying 
treaty on treatment of captives 


NEW YORK (R) — President 
Ronald Reagan has moved 
against ratifying a part of a major 
revision of the 1949 Geneva con- 
ventions on treatment of com- 
batants and war victims because it 
would give legal status to “terror- 
ists," foe New York Times re- 
ported Monday. 

The New York Times, quoting 
administration documents, said 
Mr. Reagan would not submit 
Protocol 1 , as the revision dealing 
with international armed conflicts 
is known, because it was “fun- 
damentally and irreconcilably 
flawed.” 

The newspaper said notice of 
Mr. Reagan's decision was sent to 
foe Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee -without announce- 
ment two weeks ago. The presi- 
dent urged that Protocol 2, wh>ch 
deals with domestic conflicts, re- 
ceive foe consent of foe Senate to 
ratification. 

The United States signed the 


two protocols in 1977 with the 
understanding that a decision on 
formal ratification would await a 
formal study by the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. Signing commits a-nation 
to act in keeping with the treaty 
but only formal ratification gives 
foe treaty legal force. If a nation 
that signs a treaty then refuses to 
ratify it, it is no longer obligated 
to abide by it. 

“It is unfortunate that Protocol 
1 must be rejected, foe president 
was quoted as writing in a letter 
to the Senate committee. But, he 
added, “we must not and need 
not, give recognition and protec- 
tion to terrorist groups as a price 
for progress in humanitarian 
law.” 

The administration has con- 
cluded that Protocol 1 would give 
credibility to “insurgents and ter- 
rorists" by giving their members 
foe status of combatants and pris- 
oners of war, the newspaper said. 
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BBC newscaster 
attacked in office 

LONDON (AP) — Three men 
sprayed something in the face of 
newscaster Jan Leeming and 
snatched her bag during an attack 
Sunday night inside foe British 
Broadcasting Corporation's tele- 
vision centre, police said. Police 
■said the intruders got away after 
foe attack. Ronald Neil, BBC TV 
news editor, said he saw 44-year- 
old Miss Leeming at Hammers- 
mith hospital later and she was 
“shocked and shaky.” He said 
“her eyes have been cleaned but 
we don't know what was 
sprayed” in them. Miss Leeming 
“challenged three men she dis- 
turbed in an office on foe seventh 
floor and one took a cannister 
from his pocket and sprayed her 
in the face. We do not know what 
the substance was,” said a 
spokesman at Scotland Yard. 
London's police headquarters. 
The BBC replaced Miss Leeming 
oq the 9:10 p.m. newscast. The 
corporation said her bag was 
found later inside foe TV centre 
but it didn’t know if anything was 
stolen. The BBC was expected to 
hold an inquiry into bow the 
intruders got into the building at 
White City. The centre is tight 
with guards and security barriers 
and every visitor has to show a 
pass. 

Another man 
arrested near 
Kensington Palace 

LONDON (AP) — A man who 
approached a private area at 
Kensington Palace, London 
home of Prince Charles and Prin- 
cess Diana, was detained by 
police Sunday night, Scotland 
Yard said. The London police 
headquarters said foe man was 
not a threat to security but was 
being looked after because of 
concern for his mental welfare. It 
was foe second incident at the 
palace in five days. On Wednes- 
day night, a man was arrested 
after attacking two policemen 
who grabbed him before he could 
climb foe wall of foe 17fo century 
red-brick palace. In magistrates' 
court next day, Bela Mark Stifter, 
27, was remanded in custody ac- 
cused of being equipped for theft 
and harming foe two officers. As 
royal press officers could not be 
contacted, it was not clear which 
members of the royal family were 
in Kensington Palace Sunday 
night. It is also the home of 
several relatives of Queen Eli- 
zabeth IT, including her sister 
Princess Margaret, who is vaca- 
tioning in the Caribbean. 

Murder suspect says 
he is Gorbachev’s son . 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — A man 
charged with killing a Soviet 
military attache was ordered to 
undergo psychiatric testing after 
telling a court he was the son of 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, a newspaper reported 
Monday. The newspaper Muslim 
said foe case of Zafar Ahmad was 
postponed on its first day Sunday 
after the accused made a series of 
outbursts in the courtroom. 
Ahmad is charged with killing 
Soviet Military Attache Colonel 
Fydor Gorenkov last September. 
Pakistani officials said at foe time 
that Ahmad had been banging 
around foe Soviet embassy for 
weeks trying to emigrate to the 
Soviet Union and he appeared to 
be mentally disturbed. The Mus- 
lim reported that Ahmad babbled 
in a mixture of Russian and En- 
glish when he was brought into 
court Sunday for foe start of 
hearings in his case. “I am son of 
Gorbachev,” and "Papa Gor- 
bachev save me,” the newspaper 
quoted him as saying. The court 
ordered the case adjourned until 
next month and sent Ahmad for 
psychiatric examination. 



Chernobyl deaths estimated to reach 75,000 


CHICAGO (R) — The accident 
at the Chernobyl nuclear plant in 
foe Soviet Ukraine last year could 
result in as many as 75,000 cancer 
deaths over the next 50 years, 
according to a top U.S. medical 
consultant. 

Dr. Robert Gale, head of a 
team of specialists who per- 
formed bone-marrow transplants 
on Chernobyl victims, estimated 
that between 5,000 and 150,000 
excess cases of cancer would 
occur worlwide because of the 
accident. About half of those who 
developed cancer were likely to 
die from foe disease, 

“By percentage, that's a re- 
latively small number for the bil- 
lions of people exposed ... but it’s 
a tragic figure, all foe same, and 
foe Soviets are trying to do what 
they can to identity those at 
highest risk,” Dr. Gale told scien- 
tists at the annual meeting on 


Sunday of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence- 

Dr. Gale said he based his 
estimates on three recent studies, 
all of which came to similar con- 
clusions. 

The countries other than foe 
Soviet Union likely to suffer foe 
most deaths are Germany, Italy, 
and Poland, Dr. Gale said, 
alfoough he has not yet made 
specific estimates on the number 
of people likely to die in each 
country. 

He estimates 35 Americans will 
die from cancer during foe next 
50 years as a result of foe radia- 
tion they received from, radioac- 
tive gas that drifted over foe 
United States in foe days after foe 
accident. 

Dr. Gale is involved in the 
initial stages of a long-term study 


of 135,000 people evacuated from 
foe area surrounding the plant. 
Those people are now scattered 
across foe Soviet Union and must 
be identified, the levels of radia- 
tion they received must be deter- 
mined and blood samples must be 
taken. 

He has just returned from a 
tour of the Soviet reactor and foe 
area surrounding the plant. He 
described a land of ghost towns 
that have been turned into a 
military base 95 kilometres in 
diameter. 

At the centre, two of foe four 
reactors are still working at one 
hundred per cent capacity. Dr. 
Gale said. A third reactor is 
considered too radioactive to be 
safe for operators to work in and 
foe fourth reactor, foe one dam- 
aged by the accident, is still hot' 
from foe accident. 


He said workers at the plant 
running foe two reactors and 
cleaning up foe accident are 
driven in each day from several 
villages built just outside foe res- 
tricted zone. When workers have 
been exposed to a prescribed 
level of radiation usually after 
several weeks, they are no longer 
allowed to work at foe plant. Dr. 
Gale added. 

Because there has been no 
.damage to the town, he said 
many of the inhabitants are an- 
xious to return to their homes, 
■not realising that radiation is im- 
possible to detect without special- 
ised equipment. 

Dr. Gale also said that while 
none of foe babies whose mothers 
were exposed to high levels of 
radiation has been born with 
birth defects, “a small number, . 
perhaps twenty, may grow up j 
mentally retarded.” 


Floating yen 
lures people 
into sewage 

TOKYO (R) — Treasure-hunters 
near Tokyo braved a local sewage 
canal when they saw hundreds of 
thousands of yen floating- in foe 
muck, police said. Police in Chiba 
city have collected 194 10,000-yen 
notes (worth a total of $12,900) 
from foe sewer since foe first bill 
floated to foe surface on Satur- 
day. “We don't know if someone 
just dropped the money or 
what,'* a police spokesman said. 
“No accidents were reported near 
there and no one claimed foe 
loss, so we’ll have to wait and 
see.” Local newspapers reported 
that boys combed foe water with 
long fishing nets and some men 
jumped into the canal but only 
police were reported - to have rec- 
overed any of the banknotes. 







